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oh > Rh E.S ENT AT IV E:S- 
OF THE 


UNITED COLONIES or NORTH AMERICA, 


x 


NO WwW MET IN 
GENERAL CONGRESS at PHILADELPHIA, 


SETTING FORTH 


Tur CAUSES AnD NECESSITY oF THEIR TAKING UP ARMS. 


F it was poffible for men who exercife their reafon ta 
believe, that the Divine Author of our exiftence in- 
tended a part of the human race to hold an abfolute pro- 
perty in, and ah unbdunded power over others, marked 
out by his infinite goodnefs and wifdom as the objects of 
a legal domination, never rightfully refiftible, however 


- fevere and oppreflive; the inhabitarts of thefe Colonies 


might at leaft require from the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain fome evidence, that this dreadful authority over 
them has been granted to that body. But a reverence 
for our Great Creator, principles of humanity, and the 
dictates of common fenfe, mutt convince all thofe who 
reflect upon the fubdject, that Government was inftitut- 


ed to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be 


adminiftered for the attainment of thatend, “The Legi- 
flature 


Bie a ee take Aa Te | 
| 

flature of Great Britains however, ftimulated by an in : 
ordinate paffion for a power not only unjuftifiable, but 
'which*they know to be peculiarly reprobated by the 
very conftitution of that Kingdom, and defperate of fuc- 
»  cefs in any mode of conteft, where regard fhould be had 
to truth, law, or cam have at length, deterting thofe, 
attempted to yeffect their cruel and “tmpolitic purpofe of 
enflaving thefe Colonies by violence, and have thereby , 
rendered it neceflary for us to clofe with their lait ap- | 
peal from reafon to arms.—Yet, however blinded that : 
Aifembly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimit- 
ed domination, fo to flight juitice and the opinion of 
mankind, we eiteem sorielves bound by obligations of 


refpect to the reft of the world, to make known the juftice 
of our caufe, 


| Our forefathers; inhabitants of the ifland: of: Great 

| ] Britain, left their native land, to feek on thefe fhores a 

\ } refidence for civil and religious freedom. At the ex- 

ae, pence of their blood; at the hazard of their fortunes, 

112 t without the leaft charge to the country from which they 

, removed, by unceating labour, and an unconquerable 

Me | fpirit, they effeGed fettlements in the diftant and inhof- 

| t pitable wilds of America, then filled with numerous 

AN and warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or go- 
vernments, vefted with perfedt legiflatures, were formed 
under Charters from the Crown, and an harmonious in- 
tercourfe was eftablifhed between the Colonies and the 
Kingdom from which they derived their origin. “Dhe 
mutual benefits of this. union became in a dhort time 
fo extraordinary, as to excite aftonifhment. It/ is uni- 
verfally confefied, that the amazing increafe of the 

wealth, ftrength, and navigation of the realm. arofe 
from this oHTee Sy and the Minifter who fo wifel 
and Contin directed the meafures of Great. Bri- | 
tain in the late war, publickly declared, that thefe : 

v . Colonies, enabled ,her to triumph over her: enemies. 

.-- Towards the conclufion of that war it pleafed our : 
Sovereign to make a change in his Councils.—From 
that fatal moment the affairs of the Britifh Empire be- 
gan to fall into, confufion, and gradually fliding from 

the fummit of glorious protperity, to which they had 

been advanced by the virtues and abilities of one man, 
are 
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are at length diftracted by the convulfions that now fhake 
it to its deepeft foundation. The new Miniitry finding 
the brave foes of Britain, though frequently defeated, 
yet ftill contending, took up the unfortunate idea of 
granting them a hafty. peace, and of then fubduing her 
faithful friends. | | 


Thefe devoted Colonies were judged to be in fuch a 
ftate, as to prefent victories without bloodfhed, and all 
the eafy emoluments of ftatutable plunder. ‘The un- 
interrupted tenor of their peaceable and refpectful be- 
haviour from the beginning of Colonization, their du- 
nful, zealous, and ufeful fervices during the war, tho’ 
fo recently and amply acknowledged in the moft ho- 
nourable manner by his Majefty, by the late King, 
and by Parliament, could not fave them from the medi- 
tated innovations. Parliament was influenced to adopt 
the pernicious project, and afluming a new power over 
them, have, in the courfe of eleven years, given fuch 
decifive fpecimens’ af the fpirit and confequences attend- 
ing this power, as to leave no doubt concerning the ef- 
fects of acquiefcence under it. They have undertaken 
to give and grant our money without our confent, tho’ 
we have ever exercifed an exclufive nght ta difpofe of 
our own property. Statutes have been pafied for extend- 
ing the jurifdiction of Courts of Admiralty and Vice- 
Admiralty beyond their antient limits, for depriving us 
of the accuftomed afd ineftimable privilege of trial by 
Jury in cafes affe&ing both life and property ; for ful- 

ending the legiflature of one of the Colonies ; for in- 
terdiaing all commerce of another; and for altering 
fundamentally the form of government, eftablifhed by 
charter, and fecured by A@s of its ‘own Legiflature fo- 
lemnly confirmed by the Crown ; for exempting the 
<¢ Murderers” of Colonifts from legal trial, and, ii 
effect; from punifhment,; for erecting in a neighbour- 
ing Province, acquired by the joint arms of Great- Bri- 
¢ain and America, a defpotifm dangerous. to our very ©*~ 
iftence ; and for quartering foldiers upon the, Colonitts 
in time of profound peace. It has alfo been refolved in 
Parliament, that Colonifts charged with committing 
certain offences, fhall be tranfported to England to be 


tried. ns 
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But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in detail ? 
By one Statute it is declared, that Parliament can “ of 
right, make laws to bind us in all cafes whatfoever.”’ 
What is to defend us again{t fo enormous, fo unlimit- 
ed a power? Not a fingle man of thofe who affume 
it, is chofen by us, or is fubject to our controul or in- 
fluence; but, on the contrary, they are all of them ex- 
empt from the operation of fuch laws; and.an American 
revenue, if not diverted from the oftenfible purpofes for 
which it is raifed, would a@ually lighten their own 
burdens in. proportion as they increate ours. We faw 
the mifery to which fuch defpotifm would reduce us. 
We for ten years inceflantly and ineffectuall y befieged 
the Throne as fupplicants; we reufoned, we remonttrated 
with Parliament in the moft mild and decent lanyuage. 
But Adminiftration, {énfible that we fhould regard thefe 
oppreilive meafures as freemem cught to do, fent over 
fleets and armies to enforce them. The indignation of 
the Americans was foufed, it is true ; but it was the in- 
dignation of a virtuous, loyal, and. affectionate. people. 
A Congrefs of Delegates from the United Colonies was. 
affembled at Philadelphia, on the 5th day of laft Septem- 
ber. We refolved again to. offer an humble and duti- 
ful Petition to the King, and alfo -addrefled our felu 
Jow-fubjects of Great Britain. We have purfued every 
temperate, every ref{pectful meafure; we have even pro- 
ceeded to break off our commercial intercoufe with 
our fellow-fubjects, as the laft peaceable admonition, 
that our attachment to no nation upon earth fhould fup-. 
plant our attachment to liberty. This we flattered our- 
felves was the ultimate ftep of the controverfy ; but the 
fubfequent events have fhewn, hew vain-is this hope. of 
finding moderation in our enemies, ’ 


Several threatening expreffions againft the Colonies 
were inferted in his Majefty’s Speech. Our Petition, 
though we were told it was a decent one, that his Ma- 
jefty had been pleafed to receive it gracioufly, and.to 
promife laying it before his Parliament,..was huddled in-- 
to both Houfes amongft a bundle of American papers, 
und there negleled. {The Lords:and'‘Commons int their’ 
Addrefs, in the month of February, faid,. That “a re- 
bellion at that time actually exifted within the Province. 

| : + of 
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of Maffachufet? s Bay ; and that thofe concerned in it had 


been countenanced hd | encouraged by unlawful combi- 
nations and engagements, entered into by his Majefty’s 
fubjects in‘fevetal of the other Colonies ; and therefore 
they befought his Majefty, that-he would take the moft 
effectual meafures to enforce due obedience to the laws 
and authority of the Supreme Legiflature.”’ Soon after 
the commercial intercourfe of whole Colonies, with fo- 
reign countries, ‘and with each other, was cut off by an AG 
of Parliament; by another, feveral of them were entirely 
prohibited from the fifheries in the feas near their coafts, 
on which they always. depended for their fuftenance ; 
and large reinforcements of fhips' and troops were imme- 
one fent'c over ‘to aeaera) Gage. 


Fruitlefs were all Aa! entreaties, arguments, and elo- 
quence of an illuftrious band of the moft diftinguithed 
Peers and Commoners, who nobly and ftrenuoufly aflerted 
the juftice of our caufe, to flay or even to mitigate the 
heedlefs fury with which thefe accumulated ard unexam- 
pled outrages were hurtied on. - Equally fruitlefs was the 
interference of the City of London, of Briftol, and many 
other refpectable' towns, in our favour. Parliament 
adopted:an infrdious manceuvre, calculated to divide us, 
to eftablifh a perpetual:auction of taxations, where Colony 
fhould bid againft Colony, -all of them uninformed what 
ranfom fhould redeem their lives, anid thus to extort from 
us, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown fums that 
fhould be-fufficient to gratify, if pofible to gratify, Mi- 
nifterial rapacity, with the miferable indulgence left to 
us of raifing in our own mode the preferibed tribute.' 
What terms more rigid and humiliating could have been: 
di€tated by remorfelefs victors to conquered enemies ? In’ 
our Spc eS uk to mee phan rete be to deferve 
theme ss. 4s SPE A ae ae tas BE, ater ca has 

Soon after the intelligence ef thefe proceedings arrived 
on this Continent, General Gage, who in the courfe of 


_ the Jaft year had taken pofleffion of the town of Bofton, 


in the province of Maflachufet’s- Bay, ‘and ftill occupied: 
it asia garrifon, on the rgth day of April fent out from 
that place a large detachment of bis army, who made an’ 
unprovoked affault on the epyoneee of the oo province, 
: ae: ; at. 


—_— 


a 
nt 
i) 
t 


10 DECLARATION 


at the town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of 
a great number of perfons, fome of whom were officer 
and foldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of tine 
inhabitants, and wounded many others. From thence 
the, troops proceeded in warlike array to’the town of 
Concord, where they fet upon another party of the in- 
habitants of the fame Province, killing feveral, and 
wounded more, until compelled to retreat by the coun- 
try people fudden! y affernbled: to repel this cruel ageref- 
fion.. Hoftilities thus commenced by the Brinth troops, 
have been {ince profecuted by them without regard to 
faith or répufation, The inhabitants of Bofton being 
coojined within that town by the General their Gover- 
>, and having in order to procure their difmifionen- 
tered into a treaty with him, it was ftipulated. that the 
{aid inhabitants, having depofited ‘théir-arms with their 
own Magiftrates, fhould have liber rty to depart, taking 
with thems their other effeats. . Phe ey accordingly deli- 
vered up their arms; but in open vie lation of honour, 
in defiance of the obligation of treaties, which even fas 
wage nations efteem { facred, a (Sovernor ordered the 
arms depofited as aforefaid, that they might be preferved 
for their owners, to be rained by a body ‘of foldiers ; de- 
tained the greatelt part of the inbabitants in the town, 
and compelle ed the few who were permitted to retire, to 
Jeave their moft valuable effects behind. 


By this perfidy wives are feparated from their hufbands, 
children from their parents, the aged and fick from their 
relations and friends, who wifh to attend and comfort 
them; and thofe who have been ufed to live in plenty, 
and even elegance, are reduced to deplorable diftrets. 


The General, further emulating his Minifterial ma- 
fers, by.a proclamation, bearing date on the 12th day 
of June, after, venting the orofiett falfehoods and calum- 
nies againft the good “people of .thefe Colonies, proceeds 
to s6s declare them all, either by name or defcription, to 
be srebels and traitors; to fuperfede the courfe of the 
common law, and inftead thereof, to pubs and order 
tbe ufe and exercife of the law martial.” His troops 
have butchered our countrymen; have wantonly burnt 
Charles-Town, befides a confiderable number of houfes 


+ 
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in other places; our fhips and veflels are feized ; the ne= 
ceflary fupplies of provifions are intercepted, and he is ex 
erting his utmoft power to {pread deftruction and devafta- 
tion around him. : 


We have received certain intelligence, that General 
Carleton, the Governor of Canada, 1s inftigating the 
people of that Province and the Indians to.fall upon us 5 


and we have but too much reafon to apprehend, that 


fchemes. have been formed to excite domeftic enemies 
acainft us. In brief, a part of thefe Colonies now feels; 
and all of them are fure of feeling, as far as the vengeance 
of Adminiftration ¢an infli them, the complicated cala- 
mities of fire, {word and famine.| , Weare reduced to the 
alternative of chufing an unconditional fubmifion.to the 
tyranny of irritated Minifters, or refiftance by force. 
The latter is our choice, We have counted the coft of 
this contefty and find nothing fo dreadful as voluntary 
flavery. Honour, juftice and humanity, forbid us tamely 
to furrender that treedom which .we received from, our 


gallant ancettors, and which our. innocent. pofterity have 


a right to receive from ws. “We cannot-endure the,infa- 
my and guilt of refigning fueceeding genérations to ‘that 
wretchedne/s. which inevitably awaits them, if.we bately 
entail hereditary bondage upon them. 


Oar caufe is ju: our union is perfeét: our, internal. 
refources are great; and if, neceflary, foreign afliftance is 
undoubtedly attainable. We gratefully acknowledge,.as 


_fignal inftances of Divine favour towards us, that his Pro- 


vidence would not permit us to be called into this fevere 
controverfy, until we were grown up to our prefent 
ftrength, had been previoufly exerciled in warlike opera- 
tions, and poflefied of the means of défending ourfelves. 
With hearts fortified with thefe animating reflections, we 
nyoft folemnly beforé God and the world declare, that, 
exerting the utmoft energy of thofe powers which our 
beneficent Creator hath gracioufly beftowed upon us, 
thé arms we have been compelled by our enemies to af 
‘fame, we. will, in defiance of every hazard, with un- 
abating firmnefs and perfeverance, employ for the pre- 
fervation of our Jiberties, being with one mind refolved 
to die-freemen rather than to live flaves. as 
| € 
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Left this Declaration fhould difquiet the minds éf our 
friends and fellow- fubjects i in any part of the empire, we 
affure them, that we mean not to diffolve that union 
which has fo long ‘and fo happily fubfifted between us, 
and which we fincerel ly wifh to fee reftored, Neceflity 
has not yet driven us into that defperate meafure, or in~ 
duced us to excite any other nation to war again{t them. 
We have hot raifed’ armies with ambitious defigns of 
feparating from Great Britain, and eftablithing indepen= 
dant ftates. We fight not for glory or for conquett. 
We exhibit to mankind the remarkable {pectacle of a 
people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without any 
imputation, or even fufpicion of offence. ‘They boaft 
‘of their privileges and civilization, and yet proffer no 
‘milder conditions than fervitude or death. 


In our own native land, in defence of the freedom 
that is ‘our birthright, and which we ever enjoyed till 
the late violation of it; for the protection of our pro 
‘perty, acquired folely by the honeft induftry of our fore} 
fathers and ourfelves, againtt violence actually offered, 
we have taken up arms. We fhall lay them down when 
hoftilities fhall ceafe on the part of the agereffors, and 
all danger of their being renewed {fall be removed, — 
‘and not before. 


With an humble confidence in the mercies of the Su- 
preme and Impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerfe, we 
moft devoutly implore his Divine Goodnefs to condué us 
happily through this great conflict, to difpofe our adver- 
faries to rédenciliation: on reafonable terms, and thereby to 
xelieve the Empire from the calamities of civil war. 

By Order of CoNcress, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Prestwent. 
‘Attefted, 
CHARLES THOMSON, Srcrerary. 


PaitapELPeuta, July 6, 1775, 
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Ww HEWN Independent States take up arms, 
they endeavour to imprefs the World 
with a favourable opinion of their own 
caufe, and to lay the blame of hoftilities on the 
injuftice of their Opponents. But if Nations, ac- 
countable to none for their condu&, deem it ne~ 
ceflary to reconcile others to their proceedings, the 
neceffity is ftill more urgent with regard to thofe 


who, breaking through every political duty, draw 


their {words againft the State of which they own 
themfelves the fubje€ts. The opinions of man- 
kind are invariably oppofed to fuch men. Their 
affertions are heard with diftruft, their arguments 
weighed with caution ; and, therefore, itis as neo 
ceffary for them to adhere to.truth, in the former, 
as it is prudent to avoid fophiftry in the latter. — 
‘ This confideration, however obvious it may ap-= 
pear to others, feems to have totally efcaped the 

attention 
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attention of the body of men who lately fat at 
Philadelphia under the name of ‘‘ The General 
«© American Congre(s,” In a paper publifhed un- 
der the title of “A DrcLaRaTion by the Re- 
<* prefentatives of the United Colonies of North 
«© America’® the facts are either wilfully or igno- 
rantly mifreprefented; and the arguments deduced 
from premifes that have no foundation in trpth. 
But, as whatever falls from men who call them- 
felves the Reprefentatives of a People, mutt fall 
with fome degree of weight on the minds of the 
undifcerning part of mankind, it becomes, in fome 
meafure, neceffary to examine briefly the reafons 
held forth by the Congrefs to juftify the rebellion 


of their Conftituents. On a fubject fo trite, ar 


guments advanced by other writers may fometimes 
recur; but novelty is lefs the object of this part 


of the difquifition, than perfpicuity and precifion. 


The declaration of the Congrefs begins with 
an, mvolved period, which either contains no 
meaning, or a meaning not founded on the prin- 
ciples of reafon. They feem to infinuate, that ne 
body of men, in any Empire, can exercife an 
<¢ unbounded authority over others ;” an opinion’ 


’ contrary to fact under every form of Government. 


No maxim in policy is more univerfally admitted, 
than that a fupreme and uncontroulable power 
mu{t exift fomewhere in every ftate. This ultimate 
power, though juftly dreaded and reprobated in the 
perfon of onE MAN, is the fir(t:{pring in every 
Political Society. The great difference, between 

bares a the 


* Vide from page 5. to 13. 
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the degrees of freedom in various Governments, 
confiits merely in the manner of placing this ne- 
ceflary difcretionary power. In the Britifh Em- 
pire it is vefted, where it is moft fafe, in King, 
Lords, and Commons, under the collective ap- 


. pellation of the Legiflature, The Legiflature is 


another name for the conftitution of the flate; and, 
in fact, the ftate itfelf. The Americans fill 
own themfelves the fubjeGs of the ftate; but 
if they refufe obedience to the laws of the Legif- 
lature, they play upon words, and are no longer 
fabjects, but rebels. In vain have they affirmed 
that they are the fubjects of the King’s prero- 
gative, and not his fubjects in his legiflative qua- 
lity; asthe King, with regard to his fubjectsin 


general, is.to be confidered only in his executive 


capacity as the great hereditary Magiftrate, who 
carries into effect the laws of the Legiflature, the 
only difcretionary and uncontroulable power in a 
free ftate. 

The. difcretionary and seta hp late authority 
of the Britifh Legiflature- being granted, theic 


right to tax all the fubjects of the Britifh Empire 


ean never be denied. Some ill-informed reafoners 
in politics have lately ftarted an obfolete maxim, 
which has been feized with avidity by the Ame- 
ricans,» That ‘* the Supreme Power cannot take 
‘‘ifrom any one any part of his property without 


_ his confent ; or 'in other words, That Reprefen- 
. tation is;infeparable from Taxation. The Colo» 
“nilts, fay they, have no Reprefentatives in Parlia- 
ment, and- therefore Parliament has no right to 


tax the Colonifts. Upon this principle feittice one 


in in twenty-five of the people of Great- Britain is re- 


prefented.. 
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prefented. Out of more than feven millions, fewer 


than three hundred thoufand have an exclufive 
right to chufe Members of Parliament; and, there- 
fore, more than three times the number. of the 
Americans have an-equal right with them to dife 
pute the authority of the Legiflature: to fubjet 
them to taxes. The truth is, Reprefentation 
never accompanied Taxation in any State. The 
Romans were a free nation; yet the Senate, that 
is, the great body of the nobility, poficffed the fole 
right of taxing the people.. In this kingdom, the 
Houfe)of Commons have an exclufive right of 
‘modifying and regulating the quantity of public 


fapplies, and the manner of laying taxes: but . 


the Commons, by their own authority, cannot en- 
force the raifing the {applies they vote. That pris 
vilege is inherent in the fupreme’ and unace- 
countable power;wefted in the three branches of 
the Legiflature united ; who are in fact the Srate; 


as the virtual Reprefentatives of the whole Eme ~ 


pire, and not the delegates of individuals. 

Why it has been fo generally received asia 
maxim, in this country, That Taxation and Re- 
prefentation are infeparable, requires to be ex- 
plained. Men, little acquainted with the Contfti- 
tution, derived the opinion from their finding, 
that it is the indifputable right of the Come» 
mons, that all grants of fubfidies and  parlia- 
mentary aids fhould originate intheir Houfe. But 
though they farft beftow thofe fubfidies and aids, 
their grants, as has been already obierved, have 
no effect without the affent of the other two 
branches of the Legiflature. The common reafon 
given for this exclufive privilege is, That as the 

. fupplies 
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{upplies are raifed upon the body of the people, 
the people only ought to have the right of taxing 
themfelves. This argument would have been con- 
clufive, if the Commons taxed none but thofe by 
whofe fuffrages they obtained their feats in Parlia= 
~ ment.. But it has appeared, that more than feven 
millions of people, befides the Peers, who are in 
pofleffion of fo large a fhare of property in the 
kingdom, have no voice in the election of the 
membets who fit in the lower houfe. The Com- 
mons, therefore; and their conftituents not be- 
ing the only perfons taxed, the former cannot pol- 
fibly have the only right of raifing and modelling 
the fupply, from the mere circumftance of repre- 
fentation. But if they have it not from repre- 
fentation, they muft in fact derive it from the fu- 
preme and difcretionary power, which is repofed 
in them, in conjunétion with the two other bran- 
ches of the Legiflature. It appears, upon the 
whole, that Taxation is the refult. of that. dif- 
cretionary authority placed in the hands of the 
Legiflature, and exerted by them for the neceflary 
fapport-of the ftate: ‘To this authority the whole 
Empire muft {ubmit; and confequently no one of 
its fubjects can claim any exemption,,§ © 
- The Counties Palatine of Chefter, Durham, and 
Lancafter, were anciently in the fame predicament 
with the Americans; on the article of Taxa- 
tion. | The Earl of Chefter and the Bifhop 
of Durham became, by prefcripsion and im- 
memorial cuflom, poffefled of a kind of regal 
jurifdiGion, within their refpective territories. “4 
fimilar form of Government was eftablifhed by 
King Edward III, in the County of Lancatter 
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which was erected firft intoan Earldom, and then 
into a Dukedom, in the perfon of Henry Planta- 
genet; whofe heirefs carried the fame.rights and 
privileges to John of Gaunt, that King’s fourth 
fon, and his pofterity, But though the suBoRDI~ 
NATE SovEREIGNS of thefe Counties could pardon 
treafons, murders and felonies; though they ap- 
pointed all Judges, nominated all Juftices of the 
Peace, and, in fhort, poflefled exclufively the 
whole internal Government of their feveral Coun- 
ties ; their subjects (if the expreflion may be 
ufed) were ‘* always bound by the Aéts and Sta- 
“tutes” (a) of an Aflembly, in which they had no 
Reprefentatives. They were alfo “ liable to all 
payments, rates, and fubfidies, granted by the 
Parliament of England (4) .” 

Thofe Counties (it muft be confeffed), like the 
Americans, confidered their being excluded from 
having Reprefentatives in an Afflembly by which 

they were taxed, a grievance. Accordingly, the 

Town and County of Chefter, as far back as the 
thirty-fifth of Henry VIII. petitioned the Legifla- 
ture for the privileze of fending Members to Par- 
liament; and their requeft was granted by an ex- 
prefs Statute (¢). The county and City of Durham 
made a fimilar application, and with the fame fuc- 
cefs,in the twenty-fifth of Charles II. (d) Had the 
Americans, inftead of flying to arms, fubmitted 
the 


us a cen DEES = , 


a Statutes at Large, 34 and 35 of Meee VIH, cu. 13: 
& Ibid. 25 of Charles II. c. g | 

e 34 and 35 of Henry VIII. c 13. 

@ 25 of Charles II. ¢. g. ‘ 
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the fame fuppofed grievance, in a peaceable and 
dutiful manner, ‘to the Legiflature, | can perceive 
no reafon why their requeit thould be refufed. 
Had they, like the County. and City of Chefter, 
reprefented, that ‘ for lack of Knights and Buar- 
 geffes to reprefent them in the High Court of 
Parliament, they had been oftentimes TouUCcHED 
and GRIEVED with acts and ftatutes made with- 
in the faid Court, derogatory to their moit an- 
cient jurifdictions, liberties and privileges, and pre- 
judicial to their quietnefs, reft and peace; this 
‘Country would, Iam perfyaded, have no obdjeGion 

to their being reprefented in her Parliament. 
But the Colonies, though that circumfance is 
only infinuated in the Declaration, have uniformly 
affirmed, that granting the fupremacy of Parlia- 
ment fhould ‘extend over the whole Empire, yet 
that they themfelves have a right to an exemption 
from Taxes either by the conceflions of the Legif- 
lature, of by charters from the King, It leems 
incompatible with reafon, fay they, that the Co- 
lonies thould have internal Legiflatares of their 
own, poffefling the authority of taxation, and tnat, 
notwithftanding, the Brititih Parliament fhould re- 
fain its power of laying impofts. The firft of 
thefe affertions is not founded in truth. The 
Charters give no exemption from Taxation; on 
the contrary, fome of them exprefily fubjet the 
Colonies to the fupreme legiflature of Great- Bri- 
tain; and had the Charters mentioned an exempt- 
on, the legiflature, by virtue of its fupreme, uni-= 
verfal, and difcretionary power, can recal any rights 
they have conferred, when the good of the State 
| Na Sa : _ fenders 
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renders that meafure neceflary. Though the King 
may give away by Charter a right that militates 
againft himfelf, as hereditary chief magiftrate, he 
cannot authorize, by any deed whatever, an ex- 
emption from the general Jaws of the fate. In fuch 
a cafe one of the three branches of the Legiflature 
would ufurp the power of the THE THREE unite 
ed; a foleci{m as greatin polity, as it is in mathe- 
matics to affirm, that a part is greater than the 
whole. j | | | 


It may be neceffary, perhaps, to make an apo- 


logy for entering fo minutely into the argument in 
favour of the right of Taxation. The Americans 
themfelves have deferted that ground. They fpeak 
no longer as fubjects. They affume the language 
of rivals, and they act as enemies. “The queftion 
between them and Great-Britain (for it is no 
longer between them and Government) confifts 


of dependence or independence, connection or no) 


connection, except on the footing of a Sovereign 
State. They have already acrogated to themfeves 
all the funtions of Sovereignty. They have formed 
a great deliberative Council.” They have taken 
the whole executive power into their own hands. 
They have firuck a new currency, raifed armies, 
appointed generals; and that they have not chofen 
ANOTHER SOVEREIGN, mutt be afcribed more to 
their Republican principles, than to any remains 
of loyalty for their lawful Prince, 

~ In this fituation of affairs end opinions, it is mat- 
ter of litule furprize, that men who deny the au- 
thority of the State fhould load the Legiflature 
with opprubrious epithets. The Congrefs accord- 
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ingly Rigmatize Parliament with various charges of 
tyranny, violence, and oppreffion. Pafling from 
this ftrain of general fcurrility, they enter into 
warm encomiums on the anceftors of their Confti- 
tuents. But they now deviate as much from truth 
in their applaufe, as they had done before in their 
cenfure. They affirm, that the anceftors of the 
Colonifts obtained the lands which they have tranf- 
mitted to the prefent race, ‘* without any charge 
‘©to the country from which they removed.” 
Their very enemies could not with to meet them 
on more advantageous ground. The fums ex- 
pended upon the various Provinces, fince their 
firft eftablifhment, for their ordinary fupport, go- 
vernment, and protection, have been fo enor- 
mous, that without the authority of incon- 
teftible youchers, they could fcarcely obtain 
credit *, 


- 


But, 


* An Account of what Sums have been granted to the different 
Provinces in North America, as far as it appears fromthe Efti- 
mates for the fnpport of the Civil Government of each Province 5 
and alfo what Sums have been granted for the Jupport of the Pro- 
wincial Forces in North America. 


£: Cay 

New-York Forces - - - 379,055 15. 8 
Carolina in general - - é 43,024 g lox 

Georgia fettling, and fecuring that Province cod oR Ate iy 5 MR) 
Military Expence of ditto — = 130,066 18 4% 

South Carolina Forces - - 101,24 5 6 
Nova Scotia Civil Government - 135 es240 (17% 65 

Fat Florida Civil Government = : 59,300 0 Oo 

Weft Florida Civil Government - 64,324 13 6 

America in general forces ~ - : 172;999). OO 

Rewards and compgnfations : : THANG, § RIV 1h & 


is~)) 
OD 
Lar 
wi 
Le) 
(e) 
o 
SQ 
—> 
taf 4 


ag THE RtOaus sor BRITAIN 
But, even granting that the Colonifts had ob- 
tained their lands without any charge to the 
Mother-country,. were they capable of keeping 
thofe Jands without her afliftance ? Was it not to 
defend the Americans, that Great-Britain involved 
herfelf in the laft expenfive war? Did not thofe 
very ‘* United Provinces,” who now pretend to 
fet the power of this Kingdom at defiance, lay 
themfelves in the duft at her feet, to claim her 
aid and protection again{t a sinGLe Colony? Did 
they not complaia in the fame abje@ terms with 
the Britons of old, ‘* That the Barbarians drove 
**them into the fea, and that the fea drove them 
«© back onthe Barbarians ? Did not Great-Britain, 
like'a Guardian Angel, ftretch forth her hand'to 
their aid ; and, by expelling their enemies from 
the Continent of America, refcue them, not only 
from danger, but the very fear of danger? Did 
fhe not, over and above the many millions (he ex- 
pended upon the fleets and armies employed in | 


defence of the Colonies, advance more than Ong > | | 


MILLION to pay THEIR own native forces; em- | 
ployed in THEIR own Caule-f? | 
Did not the Mother- country, with more than a, 

mother’s fondnefs, upon all occafions nourifh, chee 


rifh, 


+ GRANTS zn PARLIAMENT jor Rewards, sie 

and Indemnification to the Provinces ia North America for their 

Services and Expences during the laft War. ial 
Date of Votes. 


cee 


3 Febr. 1756. As a free Gift and Reward . 
to the Colonies of New- 
England, New-York and 
Jerfey, for their paft fervices, 
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tifh, and fupport this prodigal child, that 
left the houfe of his parent, ‘ to feed on husks, 
«© with the {wine of the defart? Has fhe not (to 
fum up the whole in one point of view) uniformly 

protected 


Date of Wates. | 5. te 


ER 


3 Febr, 1756. and as an encouragement to 
. them to continue to exert 
themfelves with vigour, &c. ¥15,;000 —= =4- 
19 May, 1757+ For the ufe and relief of the 
Provinces of North and South 
Carolina and Virginia, in re- 
compence for fervices per- 
formed and to be performed 
with the approbation of the 
Commander in chief in 
America. - ~ §0,0c0 — 
1 June, 1758. To reimburfe the Province of 
Maffachufet’s Bay their ex- 
pences in furnifhing provifi- 
ons and ftores to the troops 
traifed by them in 1756, 27,380 19 11% 
To reimburfe the Province of 
Connedticut their expences for 
OF ditto, | | ¥g,730 172 7 
go Apr. 1759. As a compenfation to the re- 
fpective Colonies in North 
America for the expence of le- 
vying, cloathing and pay of the 
troops raifed by them, &c. 200,000 — 
31 Mar. r760. Ditto, - - 200,000 — 
To the Colony of New York 
to reimburfe their expences in 
furnifhing provifions and ftores 
to the troops raifed by them 
in 1756. - 
#o Jan. ¥761. As a compenfation to the re- 
fpeftive Colonies in North 
America, for theexpence of le- 
vying, cloathing, and pay of 
the troops railed by them, &c. 


TI 
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protected the Colonies in war, encouraged theif 
produce with bounties in time of peace t, entered 
into all their quarrels with their neighbours, 
made theic enemies her own; and, for their 
i fake, has fhe not, in fome degree, fubjected her- 
\¢ ti felf to an annual tribute to Indian favages, in 


WAN if j 7 4 . one “. é . Bi 
a whom habitual injuries had raifed an irreconcile- 
\ i able hatred to their oppreffors ? Did fle not, too 
) ] | fatally; relinquifh great advantages on every other 
HAN Hh : é 
y i) fide of a fuccefsful war, to eradicate the very feeds — 
Ly) i of 
a 
. Sas eh e 
Brought over, 809,095 5 2 
26 Jan. 1762. Ditto, < < | - 1335333. 9 $3 
15 Mar. 1763. Ditto t - 13953337000 
22 Apr. 1770. To reimburfe the Province of 
New Hampfhire their expen- 
ces in furnifhing provifions. 
and ftores to the troops raifed 
by them for the Campaign | 
in 1756 6,009 13 3 
1,081,771 11 02 


{ An Account of Bounties on Ametican Commodities. 


re ras 


145,022 3 4% 


Bounty on Indigo from 1749 to 1773 paid 
by Great-Britain - : 
Bounty oa Hemp and Flax paid under the 

A& of 4 Geo. ILI: ch. 26. from 176 . 
— t01772 - - - 5,960. 898 
Bounty on Importation of Naval Stores 
from America, purfuant to the Ad of 
the 3d of Queen Anne, from 1706 to 1729 «439,178 4 @ 
Under the A& of 2d Geo. II. from 1729 
to 1774 ; : . 
Befides other Bounties granted on 
Raw Silk 
Pipe Staves 
Hogfhead Staves 
Barrel Staves 
Pipe, Hogthead, or Barrel-Heading. 


1,028,584 7 3 
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of future contefts in America; and, by giving 
the Colonies unlimited fecurity: from ABROAD, 
procure for them that profperity at Home; 
which has encouraged them, like parricides, 

to raife the dagger againft her own brealt? 
The Congrefs, in the next paragraph of their 
Declaration, affect to reprobate the laft Peace, 
though they have derived fo many and fo great 
advantages from that treaty. The conduct of 
the Americans ought alfoito induce this King- 
dom to regret the ftipulations fhe made for 
their fecurity. Had Canada remained in the 
hands of the French, the Colonies would have 
remained dutiful fubjeéts. Their fears for 
themfelves, in that cafe, would have fupplied 
the place of their pretended affection for this 
Nation, ‘They would have fpoken more {par- 
ingly of their own refources, as they might 
daily ftand in need of our aid. Their former 
incapacity of defending themfelves would have 
always recurred to their minds,. as long as the 
objects of their former terror fhould continue 
fo near their borders. But their habitual fears 
from France wefe, it feems; removed only to 
give room to their ingratitude to Great Britain. 
The effrontery with which the Congrefs 
reprobate the late Peace, is fcarcely equal to 
their folly in applauding the Minifter who had 
carried on the war. With peculiar inconfiftency 
they effet to commence an era of * Public 
Ruin,” from Mr. Pitt’s refignation in 1761 ; 
yet the whole ‘* object of their'withes’’ is to be 
placed on the fame footing as in the year 1763. 
, | Gate They 
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They do not recollect, or rather they pretend 
to forget, that the moft {plendid aétions in the 
war, happened after Mr. Pitt retired from his 
office. They are ignorant, or defignedly con- 
ceal, that the commerce of this kingdom has 
amazingly encreafed, and, in confequence, its 
revenue, fince the era from which they date pub- 
lic ruin, They know, or they ought, from their 
own experience, to know, that notwithftand- 
ing their fhutting their ports againft our manus 


factures, permanent and profitable fources of - 


commerce have been opened in other quarters ; 
that inftead of being diftreffed by their prefent 
interruption to trade, our Merchants find them- 
felves incapable of fulfilling their commiffions 
from foreign ftates; that as the fureft teft of the 
flourifhing condition of commerce, the courfe 
of exchange, to the amount of feveral per cents. 
is univerfally in favour of Great-Britain; and 
that, as the ultimate and invincible proof of the 
public profperity, the confidence of the people 
in the meafures of Government, and their con+ 
tempt for the rebellious efforts of the refractory 


Colonies, the national Stocks fuffer neither — 


fluétuation nor fall in the price. : 

Having reprefented the pretended ruin 
brought upon the Britifh Empire by the late 
Peace, the Congrefs defcend to the fictitious 
grievances of America fince the fame period. 
They affirm, that ‘ the Colonies were judged 
“to bein fuch a ftate, as to prefent victories 
** without bloodfhed and all the eafy emolu- 
“ments of fltatutable plunder.” This figure 
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ef rhetoric, if it has any meaning, conveys 
ene contrary to the truth. The Colonifts hav- 
ing obtained fuch amazing advantages by a 
Peace, which they now reprobate, it was 
deemed’ juft and proper by Mr. Greaviile, 
-then at the head of the Treafury, that they 
fhould bear a proportionable fhare of the nati- 
enal burdens incurred by the war. But as their 
prior inability to bear internal Taxes had pre- 
cluded him from having a precedent, he only 
threw ouf, as it is vulgarly exprefied, in the 
beginning of the year 1764, his intentions of 
railing a revenue in America by a Stamp-Duty, 
fimilar to that eftablifhed in Great-Britain ; 
referring the confideration of the whole affair 
to the next feffion. ~His object was, to give 
time to the Colonies to propofe fome other 
mode of Taxation, fhould that fuggefted to 
Parliament appear either improper or burden- 
fome. During the whole of the fummer 1764, 
though fome difcontented fpirits murmured, 
not a fingle doubt was ftarted againft the 
ABSOLUTE RIGHT of Parliament to impofe 
Taxes on every Member of the Britifh Empire, 
The time allowed to the Colonies furnithed 
them with no expedient for railing a tax more 
 fuitable to the purpofe of a Revenue (which, 
by the bye, was to have been {pent among 
themfelves) ; and, therefore, in the beginning 
of the year 1765, the famous Stamp-Act was 
pafled, againit a very inconfideratle Minority, 
in both Houfes of Parliament. 


Ta 
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In this Kingdom, as well as in every, State 
poflefled of freedom, there are always. to -be 
found factious perfons, who oppofe every,mea- 
{ure of Government. In their eagernefs. to 
difgrace the Minifter, they too frequently ob- 
fru the fervice, and defeat: the interefis: of 
their country. Every fide of a dpeculative 
point is armed with arguments, that may im- 
pofe on the ignorant, ‘and encourage, the fan- 
guine. The oppofition in Parliament,’ in fhort, 
committed. themfelves too far in favour, of, the 
prejudices. of «the Americans, with, regard to 
the Stamp-A@, © to fupport it with vigour, 
when they themfelves, very: unexpectedly *, 
came into Office, a’ few months after ity had 
pafled into Law. Though their view of the 
object changed with their el levation, they found 
that the flame which their: own fadctious 
fpeeches, in the preceding Sefhion, had raifed 
in America, was too vehement to be extin- 
euithed without conceflions. .A natural timi- 
dity of difpofition, joined to the common 
want of firmnefs which accompanies novelty in 
office, rendered them inclinable to purchafe 
prefent quiet for themfelves, at the expence of 
the future advantage of their country. But fill 
they wavered on the yy of irreiolution, till 


Mr. 


e 
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Prone 
* Lord Rockingam and others in Oppofition came into, 


Office July 10, 1765, Grenville and. his party having thrown 
them{elves out of place on the Regency Bill, 
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Mr. Pitt's oratory. weighed down the {feale. 
The Stamp-Act. was repealed ; and from that 
moment may.be dated ‘* the commencement 
of”, what the Americans call “ an Bia of 
‘* Public Ruin.” : 

To enter into the motives of Mr. Pitt’s 
oratory, for the total and abfolute repeal of the 
Stamp-A@, would be to delert a great and 
public fubject for the fake of tracing the private 
views of an ambitious man. In his Argument, 
if what he advanced deferves the name, he fell 
in with the vulgar and, it may be faid, falfe 
maxim, That no profit ought to be expected 
from the. Colonies, but That refulting from 
their Commerce. This opinion of Mr. Pitt, 
whether it proceeded from ignorance or defign 
(and it probably proceeded “from both,) has 
formed a popular error in. former times, as 
well as in the prefent age. Many, who have 
pretended to underftand perfectly ‘the affairs of 
this Kingdom, moft firmly, but in my opinion 
very weakly, believed that the great fecret of 
our political intereft confifted in forcing, ina 
manner, a monopoly of foreign commerce. 
It was from this perfuafion, t that the popular 
| Orator ufed, upon the occafion juft mentioned, 
| a figure of rhetoric at once foolifh and abfurd, 
when he affirmed, that the Colonifls fhould 
be prohibited ‘* from manufacturing even the 
hob-nail of a. horfe-fhoe!” One might be 
tempted to afk the Orator, how this probibi- 
fory mandate could be enforced ; or if it could, 

whether 
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whethervit is lefs arbitrary, than to demand an 
internal tax from the Americans, for the fup= 
port of their own government, and even for 
the general fupport of the State, and as a {uit- 
able return for the protection which they have 
ever derived from the Government of this 
kingdom 
The Congrefs had furely forgot this firange 
rhetorical figure of the great Orator, when 
they were tempted to date PUBLIC RUIN, from 
his refignation in 1761. They have alfo for- 
got, or they do not chufe to remember, that he 
acquiefced in the DECLARATORY BILL, 
brought in and pafied by the Marquifs of 
Rockingham’s Party, who were in office, in 
the beginning of the year 1766. This Bill ex- 
prefily declares, ‘‘ that all his Majefty’s Colo- 
‘* nies and Plantations in America have been, 
*« are and of right ought to be, fubordinate to 
‘* and dependent upon the Imperial Crown and 
** PARLIAMENT oF GREAT BRITAIN; 
** who have full power and authority to 
‘© make laws and  ftatutes of fufficient validity 
‘** to bind the Colonies and People of Ame- 
* rica, fubjects of the Crown of Great- Britain, | 
‘6 IN ALL CASES WHATSOEVER.’ | 
Mr. Pitt, to preferve fome degree of confift- 
ency, objected to the words ** IN ALL CASES § 
WHATSOEVER.” But his oppofition was fo 
languid, that he did not attend the Houfe P 
when the bill was paffed; and only five Peers 
were found to follow his opinion, when it 
came under debate inthe Houfe of Lords. 
| te fe Ene. 
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** The Declaratory A&,” as the American 
Congrefs affirms, ‘‘ comprehends all the griev~ 
‘s ances of which they complain.” Yet that 
very Congrefs, with peculiar effrontery, not 
_ only approve, but even praife the conduG of 
_ the very party by whom the Bill was intro- 
duced, and the Man, by whofe cRIMINAL 
ACQUIESCENCE (to ufe one of his own phrafes) 
Ht pafied into alaw. Fuar Party and THAT 
MAN, being now in oppofition to Government, 
the Americans endeavour to fecure their fupport, 
by flattering their vanity at the expence of truth ! 
They forget paft demerits in the hopes of pre- 
fent fervices. But when they expect to deceive a 
whole Party into their intéreft, they themfelyes 


are made the tools of that Party; and like the fi- 


figure of the Negro, near Temple-bar, are turn- 
ed round by the machine, which they pretend 

to move. | is 
The Congrefs, in a ftrain of eloquent aduls 
ation, {peaks with raptures of “ that illuftrious 
**Band of diftinguifhed Peers and Commos 
ners, who now declaim, argue, and proteft, 
in favour of their own Rebellion. It has ap- 
peared that the Act of which they moft com- 
plain, was the manufacture of that very 
** illuftrious Band,” encouraged by the nega- 
tive oppofition made by the Earl of Chatham, 
whofe advice the Band followed, as it foon af- 
ter appeared, to their own political deftructi- 
on. Befides, was it not under the adminiftra~ 
tion of the Earl of Chatham, in the years 1767 
| and 
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- and 1768, though the Americans date their mis- 
fortunes from the refignation of Mr. Pitt im © 
October 1761, that the Bills impofing internal =~ 


Duties, and confequently eftablithing internal 
Taxation in América, were paficd into laws'?* 
Did not the prefent Adminiftration, whofe 
meafures the Congrefs affect to * reprobate 
throughout, repeal all thofe acts, except the 
duty on Tea}, to gratify the prejudices of the ‘ 
Americans, and, if poffible, to re-eftablifh — 

' 


» 


tranquility in all the Provinces ? With~ what 
colour of reafon, therefore, can the Americans 
lay the blame either of their real or pretended 
grievances on the Noblemen and Gentlemen 
now in office ; and yet approve of the conda@ 
of thofe very perfons who paffed the declara- 
tory Act, and followed it with Bills of impotts 
raifed in the Colonies:? , 
- In reprobating the Declaratory Adt, the 
Conerefs recur to their ufual maxim, That 
Taxation and Reprefentation are infeparable. 
Though it has been already fhewn, that they 
are as much reprefented as twenty-four in 
twenty-five of the inhabitants of Great- Britain ; 
though it has been proved; that whole Pro- 
vinces, not reprefented, had been for feveral 
ages {ubjected to impofts laid by the Legifla- 
ture; though it fhail, hereafter, appear that 
they themfelves bave been uniformly taxed by 
the Britith Parliament; this argument they 

hold 
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hold forth as invincible, and found upon it 
their prefent refiftance to the fapremacy of the 
Parent-kingdom. In. purfuing it injudicioufly 
and too far, they actually difcover the expe- 
diency, and even neceflity of that fupremacy, 
of which they fo loudly complain. The Par- 
liament of Great-Britain, fay they, will cer- 
tainly perceive, ‘* That an American revenue, 
«© if not diverted from the oftenfible purpofes 
-* for which it is raifed, will actually lighten 
«* their own beldisnes in proportion as they i in= 
<‘ creafe ours.” But is it not equitable, is it 
not juft, is it not neceflary, that all the fubjects 
of the empire thould bear, as equally as pofli~ 
ble, the public burdens of the empire? Why 
fhould the Americans, who have fo largely, fo 
uniformly, and fo effeétually experienced the 
protection of Government, be the only perfons 
exempted from paying their thare of its ex- 
pences ? Is it either reafonable or fuitable to 
the comimon ufage of Nations, that thofe who 
defert their country fhould enjoy greater privi- 
leges than thofe that remain? The Americans 
having been {pared during the infancy of their 
Colonies on account of theic poverty, endeas 
vour to eftablifh into an inherent right what 
was actually an indulgence. 

Though this indulgence has been a fource of 
error to the more ignorant part of the Ameri- 
cans, there are furely many among them, who 

* D know; 
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know, that Parliament hath been’ uniformly 
accuftomed to extend its {upremacy over all the 
Colonies. In matters of revenue, in commerce, 
in civil, in all judicial regulations; and, in’ 
fhort, with regard to the general conftitution of 


their government, the Provinces of North~’ 


America, tll taught otherwife by a difappoint- 
ed faction in this Kingdom, allowed, that the 
whole fabrick of their polity might be new 
modelled and reformed by the fuperintending 
power of Parliament. In. fa@t, it has been fo 
new modelled and reformed, whenever abufes 
in the Adminiftration of their government, 
under their civil polity, or the general inte- 
reft of the Britifa Empire, made it neceflary’ 
for Parliament to interpofe its authority. 
Inftances of this interpofition, in both cafes, 
prefent themielves, in almoft every volume of 
the Statutes, from the Reftoration down to the 
prefent reign; yet the Americans falfely infinu- 
ate, that it was in the prefent reign the exercife 
of the authority of Parliament (except only in 
the regulation of trade) farft commenced. 

A brief recital of fome of thofe inftances may 
throw light on a fubje@t, rendered ob{cure and: 
perplexed by the prejudices of the ignorant, and: 
the arts of defigning men. To gain the ears of 
the Populace, by awakening their ancient jealou~ 
fies, the Americans affect to afcribe the prefent 
jyftem.of meafures to principles of Toryifm,. 
| | which. 


- > ix 
—__ Se > 


a ee 


Sn ee ee 


ee 


Awp Craims or AMERICA. 35 


which, they pretend, prevail in our Councils. 
But, unfortunately for this part of their plan of 
deception, it. will appear, that moft of the Acts 
“which bind America. in, coercive regulations, 
owere pafled {oon after the Revclution ; in the 
reign of the very Prince, who brought about 
that great event. The Wuic Munilters of 
King William (perceiving that the Colonies, 
even then, had entertained vicws: of placing 
themfelves on 2 ground ef independence on 
Parliament) .advifed their Sovereign, and their 
advice now..ftands on record, to purfue mea- 
fures, which, in their confequence, fhould ef- 
fe@tually fecure their thorough dependence on 
the Leviflatare of this Kingdom. 3 

In confequence of the advice given by a 
Wurie Miniftry to a King who had mounted 
the throne upon Wuig principles ; and alfo 
upon the fullef{ evidence of .the frauds and 
abules committed in the Plantations, ia viola- 
tion of the AG of Navigation; the Act of the 
ath and 8th of William I1:. “ for preventing 
frauds, and regulating “ abufes, in the Planta- 
tions” was pafled. By that Act, a power wes 
given to the Commiflioners of the Treafury and 
Cuftoms in England, ‘* to eftablifh poris, and 
«© appoint Officers, in the Plantations; and 
& thofe Officers to have the fame authority 
“for yifiting fhips and goods, and entering 

‘© houles 
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“* houfes and warehoufes, as was exercifed by 
‘the fame Officers in England. hae 

All penalties and forfeitures were made re- 
coverable in the Courts at Weftminfter, or in 
Courts of Admiralty, in the Plantations ; which 
Courts were then, for the f/f time, eftablithed 
throughout all America. In any ation or fuit 
concerning his Majefty’s Duties, the offence 
might be laid in any preciné or divifion of the 
Plantations, where the fame fhould be alledged 
to have been committed, at the difcretion of 
the Officer or Informer. All laws, by-laws, 
ufageé and cuftoms repugnant to any laws’ of 
Great Britain which relate to the Plantations, 
or mention the fame, are declared’ « jj] legal, 
null, and void.” Many other reftri€tions, too 
tedious to be mentioned, were at the fame time 
enacted and’ impofed. 

But it was not in matters of Trade onty, 
that Parlrament, during the reign of King 
William,» f{uperintended and controuled ‘the 
Colonies. The Colonifts, it was found, had 
encouraged Pirates, in various places ; ; and no 


juftice could be obtained in THEIR Courts. 


agaifft offenders, whom they openly abetted. 
To remedy this fhameful abufe, a remarkable 
AG was patfed, in the rith and rath of 
William UI, “This A@ abolifhed all Jurif- 
diction in that cafe, in the Courts'in the Plan- 
tations, The soe power of trying fuch of- 
fences, in 1 the Colonies, was vefted in Com- 

miffioners, 
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* he 


miffioners, appointed under the Great Ceal of 
England, or Seal of the Admiralty, according 
to the courfe of the Admiralty, that is to 
fay, WITHOUT juRY. The Commiffioners 
were alfo impowered to iffue warrants, in any 
of the Colonies, for arrefting fuch Pirates or 
their acceflaries. They might, at difcretion, 
either try the criminals in America, or eng 
them to England to be tried. © Should the 
Governors of any Charter or Proprietary Go- 
vernment refufe to aflift the-Commiflioners; 
fhould any perfon in authority, in the Colonies, 
refufe to pay obedience to the Act; fuch refufal, 
in either cafe, wes declared to be a forfeiture 
of the Charter. 

PAN AE paffed 1 in the roth and rith year of 
the fame reign, confines the advantage of the 
Fifhery of Newfound] and to Britifh fhips fitted 
out from Great-Britain. The execution of the 
orders and regulations refpecting that Fifhery, 
was placed in the hands of. the Admirals, in 
the refpective harbours ; that is to fay, in the 
hands of the mafter of the fhip that fhould 
firft arrive from Great-Britain. ‘The decifion 
in all queflions of civil fuit is vefted in fuch 
Admirals, with appeal to the Commander of 
the’King’s fhips. All criminal offences are to 
be tied, in any County of England, by the 
King’s Commiffioners of Oyer and "hein: 


and Goal delivery. 
The 
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The opinions of this Nation concerning the 
Government of the Colonies, may be collected 
from the above acts, The authority of Parlia- 
ment to bind America, in all cafes whatfo- 
ever, and whenever the general intereft of the 
whole Empire required it, was never difputed; 
and it was often exerted to correct abufes, and 
to {upprefs the ideas of independence, which 
began, even then, to be cherifhed by the Co- 
lonies. The fame principles,,and the feme 

policy, were carried down by Parliament 
through the three fucceeding reigns of Queen 
Anne, and of George I. anid George I], 

Early in the firft of thofe reigns, the grofleft 
abufes were committed by the petty Legifla- 
tures in the Colonies, with refpect-to Coin. 
The interpofition of Parliament became’ ne- 
ceflary to corre& thofe abufes., An Act was 
sig in the 6th of Queen Ann, fon that pur- 

; when the Councils of that Princefs were 
Pala by Whigs. By ‘this Act, the rates of 
Foreign Coin, in the Plantations, were afcer- 
tdined ; ; and a fevere punifhment was inflicted 
en thofe who fhould take them at higher rates, 
The American trade was placed in the fame 
reign under further refirictions, by Act of Par- 
liament: Rice and Molaffes were added. to 
the lift of enumerated commodities. In. the 
reign of George I. Furrs and Copper-ore of 
the Plantations were fubjected to the fame re- 


firiGtions. | 


The 
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The Britith Parliament confined not to Aas, 
their-fenfe of the undoubted right they poffefted 
of controuling the Colonies, in all cafes what- 


--. foever. In the Journals of both Houfes, there 


are many Proceedings which furnith proofs of 
their undeviating adherence to the fame prin- 
ciples. In the year 1702, a Bill was brought 
into the Houfe of Commons, for abolifhing all 
the Charter and Proprietary Governments in 
America, and re-uniting them to the Crowns 
In 1705, the Houfe of Lords came to 
feveral Refolutions on the fubje& of laws 
enacted in feveral of thofe Governments. ‘They 
declared thofe laws to be repugnant to 
the laws of England, and deftructive.to the 
Conftitution. This proceeding was likewife 
followed by a Bill for abolifhing thofe Chare 
ters. 

Thefe Bills, it muft be confeffed, were not 
carried into laws. But they did not fail, through 
any doubt entertained by the Legiflature again{t 
their propriety. They were loft through a 
change in the fituation of thofe, who brought 
forward the meafure. That the opinion of the 
Legiflature continued the fame on this fubjed, 
ws evident; asthe fame he atl was again 
taken up in\the year 1710; when a Wuic 
en governed the Kingdom. 


In the reign of George Th. the inflances of 


the controuling authority of Parliament over the 
Colonies, 
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Colonies, are more numerous and ftriking? 
By an Act of the 2d of George II. Chap. 35. 
fevere prohibitions and penalties are impofed 
and infli€éted on fuch Aer ans as fhall cut and 
deftroy white Pines, a though fuch Pines are 
growing within the limits of a Townthip al- 
ready granted ; and thefe penalties are directed 
to be {ued for and recovered in the Courts of Ad- 
miralty. The Merchants of Great-Britain having, 
in the sth of the fame reign, preferred a Petition — 
to Parliaments complaining of the difficulties 
they met with in the recovery of debts in the 
Plantations; an Act was paffed, which fubjected 

all real Eftates in the Colonies to juft debts and 
demands; and to be affets, in the fame manner 
as in England, for the fatiskaseion of debts due 
by Bonds The exportation of Hats from any 
of the Colonies, and even the conveyance of 
them. by land from one Colony to another, is 
prohibited, under fevere penalties, by an use 


_paffed.in the fame Seffion. 


In the year 1733 the Province of Matta 
chufett’s-Bay preiented a Petition to the Houfe 
of Commons, praying that they might be 
heard by Counfel on the fubject of Grievances. 
The chief of thefe was, ‘* That the Crown had 
‘ reftrained theie Governor, by inftruétions, 
«© in certain cafes relative to the iffue and dif- 
“© pofal of Public Money, and the emiffion 
« of Paper-Bills of Credit.’ The Commons, 


havin g 
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having confidered. the matter, came to 4 
Refolution, ‘“ That the Petition was frivo- 
* lous and groundlefs, a high infult upon 
‘© his Majetty’s Government, and tending 
~ to SHAKE OFF THE DEPENDENCY of 
“the faid Colony upon this Kingdom, to 
‘* which in Law and RIGHT THEY ouGHT 
‘““ TO BE SUBJECT.” Serpent: heving, 
at the fame time, been made to the Houfe, 
‘© That the Reprefentatives of that Col ‘ony 
‘* had CENSURRD a perfon for giving evi= 
«¢ dence, before a Committee of the Houle, 
‘in the cafe of a Bill then depending ia 
‘¢ Parliament ;” it was refolved, “ That the 
“ pafiing {uch cenfure was an AUDACIOUS 
‘© PROCEEDING, and ahigh violation of the 
é< privileges of the Houfe,” “A Committee was 
accordingly appointed to enquire who were 
the abettors of this unwarrantable proceed- 

ing. erp 
We may perceive, from the above cir- 
cumftance, bot jealous Parliament HAVE 
BEEN of their fupremacy and uncontroul- 
able authority over the Colonies. Another 
inftance muft carry the proot of this. pofi- 
tion beyond the power of reply. In the year 
_i740, the Houfe of Commons entered into 
a confideration of *‘ the abufes committed 
“¢-in the Colonies, in biped to the emiflion 
*‘ of Paper Bills of Credit.” After a long 
k examination, 


AB 
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examination, they came to various Refolw- 
tions. They refolved, <* That the A& paf- 
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fed in the 6th of Queen Anne, afcer- 
taining the rates of Foreiga Coin in Ame- 
rica, had not been duly obferved. That 
many indirect pratices, in that refpect, 
had been introduced, contrary to the true 
intent of the Act. That an Addrefs thould 
be prefented to his Majefty to require 
the Governors of his Colonies to take 
effectual meafures for the frict obfervance 
of the AG of the 6t! th of Queen Anne, 
That another Addrefs fhould be prefent- 
ed, requefting his Majelty to iffue his 
Royal Proclamation, to fettle and afcer- 
tain the rates of Foreign Gold. Coins. 
That the CREATING and ifluing Bills of 
Credit, in the Britifh Colonies, by vir- 
tue of Ads of Affembly, had fruftrated 
the defign of the At of the 6th of Queen 
Anne. That an humble Addrefs of Thanks 
fhould be prefented to his Majefty, for the 
orders he has already given on that head; 

and, That he fhould alfo be requefted 
to require and command the Governors 
of the refpective Provinces, not to give 
their aflent to any A@, whereby Bills of 
Credit might be iffued in lieu of Money.” 
Thefe fpirited Refolutions of the Com- 


mons checked, for fome time, the abufes 


in 
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in the emiflion and circulation of Paper- 
Money. The New-England Governments, 
however, did not continue long to pay any 
regard to ROYAL Inftructions, though fup- 
ported and enforced by the authority of the 
Houfe of Commons. The frauds commit- 
ted awakened again the attention of Paria} 
ment. ‘In the 24th of George If. an Act 
was paffed, ‘to regulate and rettrain Paper- 
&¢ bills of Credit in the Four New-England 
«© Governments,” The Governors of thofe 
Colonies were prohibited, under pain of be- 
ing removed from their Governments, and 
forever rendered incapable of any public 
office or place of truft, from affenting to any 
AG, Order, or Vote, for the iffue of any 
Paper-bills of Credit; and all fuch Acts, 
Orders, or Votes, were declared to be, tp/fo 
facto, null and void. 

In the year 1741 the Colonies took up 
the idea of a LAND-BANK, which had, 
proved fo unfuccefsful in England in the 
reign of King William. The ‘ Ameri- 
can Affemblies,” it appeared to Parliament, 
‘© had pResuMED to publith a fcheme for 
«© fupplying a pretended want of a medium 
‘ in trade, for fetting up a Bank on land 
‘¢ fecurity, and to folicit fubferiptions.” To 
correct this evil, an Act was paffed, in the 


14th of George II, “ to reftrain and prevent 
{uch 
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** fuch unwarrantable practices ; and to ex- 
‘© tend to America, the penalties inflicted 
** by a Statute of the 6th of George 1, on 
¢* perfons guilty of fuch practices j in thefe 
‘© kingdoms.” they were alfo fubjected, 
by the lame AG, to the penalty and forfei- 
ture ordained by the Statute of Provifion 
and PREMUNIRE of the 16th of Richard 
the Second. 


tae) 


There are feveral other Statutes by which 


Parliament with equal force’ affert their au- 
thority over the Colonies. In fome of thefe 
they carry this authority beyond the limits, 
with which they have hitherto paige ste! 
itin this Kingdom. In the 2gth of Georg 
Il, cap.'35. Officers of the Army are deeb 
powered to enlift, in the Colonies, appren- 
tices and indented fervants, The pertons fo 
enlifted were exempted from arrefts in civil 
actions, where the val ue of the adtion ex- 
ce a not ten pounds. Yo thefe. ftriking 
inf fan f the cont trouling power of Parlia- 
ment over the Colonies, may as added the 
A& of 22d of George Ii. ‘cap. 29.’ By that 
JAG, © every perfon erecting or would any 
«© mill or other engine for flitting or raat ling 
“f iron, or any plating forge or furnace 
‘¢ for making iteel, is fubjected to a penalty 
‘* of 200, to be recovered in any of the 
Courts 
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Courts in Weftminfer-Hall, or in the 
Court of Exchequer in Scotland.” 

The foregoing recital of Statutes binding 
the Colonies, prior to the prefent reign, “of 
which the Congrefs fo much complain, is 
fufficient to convince the difp affionate, that 
the controuling power of Parliament has 
been perpetually exerted, ihe never dil- 
puted. There is hardly any obje@ of Le 
giflation in which the laws of this country 
have not bound America. Taxation has 
been purpofely omitted in the above detail. 
That article, as the great object of con- 
te(t, ought to be feparately fiated. I thal}, 
Hecdtsre: throw into one point of view, 
all the inflances of the exercife of the 
power of the Britith Parliamenagin that cafe. 
~The firft inftance- of Taxa ha ig the Act 
of the 32th of Charles II. for granting to 
the Crown a duty of Tonnage and Pound- 
age. This Adis in point. ‘Ie ireéts, that 
the d uties above fen tioned “(hall be pay- 
«able upon Commodities not only imported 
‘‘into the realm of England, but alfo into the 
cc DOMINIONS THEREUNTO BELONGING.” 
The Colonies are here included in expres 
words.  It'is true, indeed, that the Duties 
of Tonnage and Poundage were noT col- 
lected in America. he reafon was, that 
the commerce of the plantations was fo in- 

confiderable 
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confiderable, that the revenue arifing from 
it could not pay the expence of collection, 

But whatever might have been the reafon 
for NoT collecting the Duties of Tonnage 
and Poundage in the Colonies, the Law 
was certainly underftood to extend to Ame- 
rica. In the year 1680, the Affembly of 
the Ifland of Jamaica refufed “to raife le- 
<¢ vies for the f{upport of Government.’ Upon 
this refufal, the Lords of the Council made 
a Minute ‘to confer with the Judges upon 
‘the queftion: Whether the fubfidies upon 
“theTonnageand Poundage upon goods that 
«may by Law, or fhall be directly carried to 
¢* Jamaica, be not payable, according to Law, 
“‘by his Majefty’s fubjects inhabiting that 
“‘Ifland, or trading there, by virtue of the 
 A&s of Tonnage and Poundage, or other 
«¢ A€ts made in England?” Unfortunately it: 
does not. appear, whether the conference 


was ever held; or if it was actually held, ° 


what was the refult, 

The 25th of Charles II. cap. 7. is the' 
next Act that binds America, in point of 
Taxation. By that Act certain duties are 
made payable in the Plantations, upon 
fugar, tobacco, cotton-wool, indigo, gin- 
ger, logwood, fuftic, and other dying 
woods, and cocoaenuts exported to any 
other place, except England. Thefe Due 
ties continue to be paid to this day, 

Tn 
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In the oth of Queen Anne, an act was 
pafied, impofing certain Duties on all prize- 
goods taken in America, and imported inte 
any of the Colonies. Thefe Duties were 

as follows: ‘¢ All European goods (wine 
‘Sand brandy excepted) which have been 
“‘ufually fent to the Plantations, are to pay 
‘‘ THERE fuch Cuftoms, as are payable: for 
* the like goods imported into the Plantations 
“*from Great Britain. Oiher goods taken as 
<¢ prizes fhall be liable THERE to fuch Duties 
‘¢ as were payable for the fame, by any Act of 

6 Affembly, in the faid Plantations.” 
| To thefe Ads, fubjecting his Majefty’s 
fubjects in America to Taxes impofed by the 
Britifh Parliament, feveral others may be 
added. The Act of the gth of Queen 
Anne, for eftablithing a Pott-ofice. The 
various acts paffed for levying and inforcing 
the collection of the duty of fix-pence per 
month, out of Seamen’s wages, for the 
fupport of Greenwich Hofpital. All thefe 
acts extend to America. They bind the 
Colonies, as well as the Mother-Country. 
Their authority was never difputed; and 
the Taxes impofed by them have been uni- 
formly raifed. The act of the 2d of George 
Il. cap. 7. is ftill more explicit and decifive 
in the words. It requires the payment of 
the duties for Greenwich Hofpital, ‘* by 
feamen 
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«s feamen belonging to American fhips, whe- 
«‘ ther employed upon the high feas, or in any: 
‘‘port, harbour, bay or creek, within ANY. 
‘¢of the Colonies.” 

It appears from this detail of fads, that 
the right of parliament to bind the colonies, 
in all cafes whatfoever, is not a claim 
founded on mere theory; on the contrary, 
that the controuling power of the Legiflature 
ig warranted by conftant ufage, and uninter- 
rupted practice. That the Declaratory Ad, 
of which the Americans complain,’ con- 
taing no new, no aflumed powers over the 
Plantations; and that there is fearce any 
channel of Legiflation, through which the 
Britith Parliament has nor exerted its fu- 
premacy, in as full and ample a manner as 
it has been exerted over the inhabitants of 


Great Britain ; and all this prior to the pre- 


fent reign, in which the Congrefs place the 
commencement of * Public Ruin.” - 

The American Congrefs, with-a partia- 
lity for themfelves fcarcely confiftent with 
their defign of gaining others, in the next 
paragraph of their Declaration, call the 
A@s, which were the CONSEQUENCE of 
the refiftance of their conftituents, the 
cause of their rebellion. In defcending 
to particulars, their firft complaint is ftated ~ 
again{t ** the extenfion of the Junfdiction 

6é of 
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ee of the Courts of Admiralty and Ming 
«* Admiralty beyond their former limit 
by which, they alledge, « the fabjeet is 
ex deprived of his inherent right of a trial by 
“6 Jury.” The Congrefs furely forget, or it is 
not confiftent with their defign to rememe 
ber, that the alterations of which they 
complain were made at the requeft of their 
conftituents. The reafons affigned for this 
requeft were, that the Courts of Admiralty 
eftabiithed formerly in the various Pro- 
vinces, poffeffed fo little dignity; on ac- 
count of the dependance and poverty of the 
judges, that juftice was either facrificed to 
connexions; or biafled by avarice. Befides 
that, appeals to Great-Britain could be fel- 
dom made, on account of the expence and 
diftance. To remedy this evil, the prefent 
eftablifhment of Courts of Admiralty in 
America was formed. Four great Courts 
of Vice Admiralty were erected. The 
judges were rendered independent by amplé 
falaries; The line of appeal became (hort, 
eafy, and obvicus ; and as to trial by Jury, 
the whole world knows that the Court of 
Admiralty in England never admitted that 
mode of trial in Crviz cafes. 

The complaint of the Congrefs, with re- 
gard to the Bill for fhutting the Port of Bofs 
ton, is ridiculous as well as unjuft, as the 

. F inhabitants 
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inhabitants of that place had it in their own 
power to remove the grievance. The de- 
ftruction of the: Eaft India Company’s tea, 
at Bofton, is well known to have been the 
deliberate a€tof a very great majority of the 
inhabitants. To obtain reparation by the 
common courfe of law.was impoflible, 
where the number of the offenders {creened 
them effeCGually from juftice. It was a pub- 
lic crime, and the punifhment ought to have 
been general. In purfuance of that plan of 
tendernefs, which has been fatally loft on 
the Americans, the Bill for fufpending the 
trade of Bofton was rendered conditional. 
A door was left open for an immediate re- 
conciliation, fhould the Aflembly of Maffa- 
chufetts. Bay make a public grant, for re- 
pairing the damage fuftaimed, by a company 
of Merchants, through a public outrage, 
Yet the Congrefs ftigmatize with the name 
of injuftice, a coercive f{tatute rendered ab- 
folutely neceflary by the fhamelefs depreda- 
tions of the inbabitants of Bofton; and 
which ftatute, they themfelves had it in their 
power to terminate, in an inftant, by doing 
an act of common Jjutftice. 

With equal effrontery, and with ftill lefs 
reafon, the Congrels exclaim again{t the al- 
teration mace in the form of the government 
ef Bofton. With their ufual fallacy. in ar- 


gument,. 
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- gument, the Americans with to eftablith it 

as a’ maxim in polity, That Charters grant- 

ed by the CRoWN, can neither be reverfed 

or altered by the LeGisLaTuRE. ‘They 
might as well go at once to the whole fu- 
premacy; and ‘fave themfelves the trouble 

of thus fupporting a caufe untenable on any 
other grounds. The three branches of the 
Legiflature united make daily alterations in 

the Conftitution of Great Britain; and, if - 
their fupremacy extends over the whole em- 
pire, they have'the fame right to alter the 
Conflituticn of the American Colonies. If 
the Americans deny this pofition, all argu- 
ment is at an end ; and they avow an inde- 
| pendance, which, in THEIR circumifances, 
marks them out fot enemies. After all, this 
alteration of which the Congrefs affect to 
complain, is no’ more ‘than putting the in- 
habitants of Maffachufetts- Bay on the fame 
footing with the other Colonies. ‘They 
have received in miniature the counter-part 
of the conftitution of the Mother- King- 
dom; and have THEY a right, or can THEY 
with to be more free than tne free{t nation 
in the world § ? 

| The ae for regulating the government of 
Quebec, furnifhes the Congrefs with an 
ample field for declamation: ‘To inveigh 
againit he and Arbitrary Power has been 


ever 
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ever a favourite topic with men, who with 
to profit by the prejudices of the people. 
Had the Congrefs attended to. the general 
principles of the Britith conttitution, they 
might have informed themfelves, that His 
Majelty, without the interpofision of the 
two other branches of the Legiflature, might 
have permitted the inhabitants of Canada 
to remain for ever under French laws. 
There is no maxim in the law of England 
more generally known or lefs controverted 
than, That in conquered or ceded countries, 
which have already laws of their own, fuch 

laws remain in full force, till they are alter- 
ed and changed by the Sovereign. Had 
His Majefty, therefore, entertained fuch 
defigns, as the Congrefs obliquely lay to his 
charge, why fhould he call in the aid of the 
Lepiflature to execute what was already done 
by the common law? The Congrels will 
not, furely, affirm, that the fyftem of go- 
vernment eftablithed by the Legiflature in 
Quebec, is {0 arbitrary 1 in itfelf, or fo fit for 
the purpofes of defpotifm, as the conftitu- 
tion which fabfifted in that Province under 
the French. Ought they not to confider, 
that no other form of government could 
have been eftablithed, fo fuitable to the dif- 

pofition of the inhabitants, the tenures of 
their property, and ihe toleration of their 
religion, 
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religion, to all which they had an undoubr. 
ed right, by the terms of their capitulation 
and the articles of the fublequent treaiy of 
peace P | 
_ The Oppofition at Home, as well as the 
Patriots ABROAD, have found an extenfive 
fubject for pathetic eloquence, in the form 
of Government now eftablithed by Law in 
Canada. The rormer have either very 
treacherous memories, or they change 
without any ceremony their opinions wiih 
theic fituation. Under the adminiftration of 
the Eary of Cuaruam, Mr. Morgan, 
Lord SHELBURNE’s Secretary, was fent pile 
vately to America, as Commiffioner, to {et- 
tle and regulate a new code for the Govern- 
ment of Quebec, The Governor and 
chief Juftice of that Province, if I am 
not miftaken, were joined with Morgan 
in this sEcRET, but important commiffion, 
The meafure, it is faid, was confidered by 
the Board of Trade; it was certainly des 
bated, if not adopted by the Cabinet, as far 
back as the year 1767, during the plenitade 
of the Earl of Chatham’s power. Lord 
Camden was Chancellor, and gave his {anc 
tion to reoulations MORE A PPLE D. To 
Despotism than thofe he reprobates at 
prefent. The Duke of Grafton, the Earl of 
Shelburne, General Conway, and feveral 
tina oe others 
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others of ‘* that illuftrious Band,” on whofe 
virtues the Americans expatiate with rap- 
ture approved this PoPisH ARBITRARY, 
TYRANNICAL fyftem of Government*: 
yet all thefe are, now, true Americans, 
ftrenuous Proteftants, Whigs of the ancient 
mould, determined affertars of public free- 
dom, avowed enemics to OPPRESSION, POPE-~ 

RY, and ARBITRARY POWER! : 
The Congrefs enumerate, among their 
complaints againft the ’ Britith Legiflature, 
the Refolution of Parliament to give its due 
force to an unrepealed {ftatute paffed in the 
time of Henry VIII, It is declared in the 
Refolution, that upon this ftatute, treafons 
and mifprifons of treafon committed in any 
of his Majefty’s dominions beyond fea, fub- 
ject to the Crown of Great-Britain, may be 
tried in England. Though this Refolution 
is confidered by the Congrefs as a part of the 
ideal fyftem of enflavement, with which they 
charge the King and Parliament, it contains 
no novelty, no uncommon. ftretch of law, 
A thoufand inflances of the fame kind are 
upon record, long before the prefent dif- 
putes with America began. One inftance 
is extremely remarkable’; I mean the tranf- 
actions 
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Bifhop to Quebec. 
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aétions in the Cafe of the Infurreétion in 
Antigua, in the year 1711. All the proceed- 
ings were founded on the Act of Henry VIII. 
Some-of the Infurgents were fent to Eng- 
land; they were tried upon that Satute ; 
and that circumftance has eftablithed a pre- 
| cedeat which cannot be controverted. But 
had even a new law of this kind been made, 
what reafon could the American Congrefs 
have to complain? Have not the prejudices; 
_ infurreCtions, and even rebellion of their 
own countrymen totally interrupted the 
common courfe of juftice over all the vaft 
Continent which they inhabit; and thall 
the generality of the crime be admitted a 
competent excufe againft punifhment? 
From condemning the Acts of the Le- 
giflature, the Congrefs pafs to complaints 
againft their Sovereign, as well as his prin- 
cipal fervants. ‘They alledge, that the 
“ Americans have inceflantly and ineffectu- 
“ally befieged the Throne for ten years ;” 
yet conceal the reafon, which was, That 
their demands, rather than requefts, were 
fuch as the Sovereign could not grant, con- 
fiftent with the powers vefted in him by 
the Conftitution... They. complain, that 
| fleets and armies have been fent to their 
country, to enforce the coercive laws enacted 
_ by the Legiflature, for the eftablithment of 
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its fupremacy; yet they pafs over in filence 
the outrages committed by themfelves, 
which. rendered that meafure necéflary. 
Did: they ‘not draw the fword with one 
hand, when the other was ftretched forth 
with petitions for relief from pretended 
grievances? Did they not purchafe arms, 
ammunition, and artillery, form magazines, 
enlift foldliers; and prepare, in every refpect, 
for rebellion and war, when they affected 
to {peak the aves of fubmiffion and 
peace? 

All thefe aré facts that cannot be contto- 
verted. The Congrefs know the truth; 
but purfue their plan of deception. * They 
«© hoped in vain,” they fay, “ for modera- — 
*€ tion In their enemies”; yet their own 
condué& hag been one continued feries of 
violence, oppreflion, and injuftice. Having 
difclaimed their allegiance to the Sovereign; 
difobeyed the acts of thé Legiflature, de= 
ftroyed the property, and infulted the per- 
fons of tbe fervants of the State; affumed 
the functions of fovereignty, and rufhed - 
into actual rebellion; they complain of a 
want of moderation in Government, for ex- 
erting the power vefted init by the Con- 
ftitution, for reftoring tranquility, enforcing 
legal fubmiffion to the laws of the Staite; 
and for protecting the injured and pumifh- 
ing the guilty. ‘Throughout 


‘Ald Créim3 or, AMERICA; & 
» Throughout the whole of their ftrange 


Declaration, the American Congrefs appear 
to adapt their reafonings to the weakae{s of 
the prejudiced, and their facts to the credu- 
lity of the ignorant. They affirm, that 
they have uniformly endeavoured to prociire 
an accommodation with the Mother-Coun- 
try; yet they reprobate the refolution of the 
Commons, on the 2oth of February,. which 
opened.a fair channel for agreement, They 
call the refolution, ‘* an infidious mancéuvre; 
“< calculated to divide the Americans, and 
‘* to eftablith a perpetual auction of taxation, 
“« where Colony fhould bid againft Colony; 


-all-of them uninformed what ranfom 
“ {hould redeem their lives ;. and thus to ex= 


‘“ tort from them, at the point of the bayo- 
<¢ net, the unknown fums that fhould be 
“« fufficient to gratify; if poffible to gratify 
‘s minifterial rapacity, with the miferable 
é* indulgence Jeft them of raifing, in their 
*¢ own mode; the prefcribed tributes” We 
may learn, from this tedious and involved 
fentence, how much the Congrefs have pro- 
fited by the fpeeches of patriotif{m in the 
Britith Parliament. A noted Orator; who 
has been fufpected of having penned the 
DECLARATORY BILL; (which, the Con- 
refs alledge, contains the whole mafs of 


American grievances,) ufed almoft the fame 
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words in the Houfe of Commons, on thé 
day the Refolution came under debate, But. 
former demerits have been forgot, in what 
the American Demagogues foolifhly conftrue 
into prefent fervices, | 

To thew the nature of the Propofition 
which the Congrefs ftigmatize with the 
name of an ‘‘infidious manceuvre,” fome 
previous fads muft be explained.. On the 
fecond of February, a motion was made in 
the Houfe of Commons, for an Addrefs to 


his Majefty, which was foon after prefented, 
with the concurrence of the Lords. In this 


Addrefs, the two Houfes having ftated fome 


facts, were induced to declare, that a rebel= 


lion adtually exifted at that time in the Pro- 
vince of Maflachufetts Bay : That this.con- 
duct was the more inexcufable, when it was 


confidered with how much temper his Ma- 


jefty and the two Houfes of Parliament had 


acted, in fupport of the Laws and Conttitu- 


tion of Great Britain: That they were re- 
folved never fo far to-defert the truft repofed 
in them, as to relinquifh ANY PART of thé 
SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY over ALL bis 
Majesty's Dominions, which the Law 
invetted in his Majefty and the two Houfes 
of Parliament: That. the conduét of the 
Americans was fufficient to convince them 
of the neceflity of this fupremacy and pow- 
vlads : Er 3 
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er: That, however, they had always) been, 
‘and‘always fhould be ready to pay attention 
and regard to any real grievances, which 
fhould: be laid before them-in a DUTIFUL | 
and CONSTITUTIONAL mannet: That'they i 
requeéfted his Majefty to take the molt effec- ia 
tual meafures to enforce due obedience ‘to | 8 
| the laws and authority of the Supreme Le- 
| giflature:’ And that they were refolved, ‘at 
the ‘hazard of. their lives and fortunes, to 
fupport his Majefty againft all rebellious at- 
| tempts, in the’ maintenance of the jaft 
| rights of his Majefty and the two Houfes of 
Parliament. © 9) (oy) 2) 

In this °addrefs ‘the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, while they held forth the fiword: in 
one hand, evidently’ tendered: the) Olive- 
branch with’ the “other. The Americans 
| themfelves were’maderthe arbiters of their 
: own fate. The choice of war or peace was 
| left in their own hands: But as the offer of 
Parliament to liften to'the real. grievances of 
the Colonifts was deemed too general to form 
a foundation for an agreement between’ them 
: and the Mother-country, the Minifter, with- 
| ing to-conciliate matters with America, even 
contrary to the opinion. of many friends: to 
this Country, laid ‘before the Houle of:Com* 
mons fome EXPLICIT PROPOSITIONS, which 
might anfwer that end,» Accordingly, + 
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the twentieth of February, the following 
Propofitions were introduced toa Committee 
of the whole Houfe, by the Chancellor of 
the:'Exchequer: ‘* That it is the opinion 
“‘ of this Committee, that when the Ga- 
* vernor, Council, and Affembly, or Ge- 
* neral Court of his Majefty’s Provinces or 
** Colonies fhall propofe to make provifion 
“* according to their refpective conditions, 
*€ circumftances, and fituations, for contri- 
‘‘ buting their proportion to the common 
** defence; fuch proportion to be raifed un- 
** der the authorities, .of the General Court, 

‘or General Afflembly of fuch Province or 
** Colony, and’ difpofable by Parliament ; 

‘* and vfhall engage ‘to make provifion alfo 
“for the fupport af the Civil Government, 

*¢ and:the adminiftration -of juftice in fuch 
«* Province or Colony»; it will be proper, if 
“* fuch propofal fhall be approved by his Ma= 
“© jefty in Parliament, and for fo long. as 
‘¢ fuch. provifion fhall:be made accordingly, 
‘* to forbear in refpeét of fuch Province, or 
a Colony, to levy any duties, tax, or affef{- 
‘* ment, or to impofe any further. duty, tax, 
‘Cor .affefiment, except only fuch duties ag 
‘it may be expedient to impofe for the re~ 
‘* gulation of commerce; the nett produce 
of the duties Jatt mentioned, to be carried 
* (o the account of, fuch Province, Colony, 
sake ly - Plantation refpectively.” This 
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This Refolution, which was carried by a 
great majority, plainly marked the ground 
for a negotiation, and an equitable agree= 
ment with the Colonies. It was moderate, 
comprehenfive, and explicit. It named the 
perfons from whom the propofals muft 
come, and thofe to whom they were to be 
made, The end and purpofe of the contri. 
bution were explained. The appropriation 
of the expected ‘revenue was fpecified, and 
precluded every fufpicion of its being mif. 
applied... Though the offer was conditional, 
it, ,was plainly conclufive, as long .as the 
Americans themfelves fhould adhere to the 
agreement, .. They had it in their power to 
tax. themlelves, the great point for which 
they profeffed to. contend ;.,and.-the only 
right referved by the Lepiflature was'to de- 
termine the QUANTUM of the fupply; and 
they alone can determine it, as being the 
fupreme power, who are the fole judges of 
what is neceflary to fupport the State. The 
Propofition, upon. the whole, was. ar 
| LEAsT as favourable to the pretenfions of 
the Americans, as to the claims of the 
Mother-Country. The former, therefore, 
muft have accepted the propofal, had what 
they held forth to the Public formed the 
cal principles of their oppofition. 
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The minority in Parliament, who deem- 
ed nothing fo fatal to their own views, as 
an agreement with the Americans, upon 
equitable, and confequently permanent 
terms, oppoled this Propofition as infi+ 
dious in its nature, and for that purpofe 
rendered ob{cure and perplexed in its lan- 
guage. The American Demagogues, whofe 
influence can only exiftin the midft of 
anarchy and confafion, ‘oppofed it with 
fimilar views. The latter, indeed, have ap- 
proved fo much of the SENTIMENTS, oF 
rather PROFESSIONS of the former, that they 
have, in their Declaration, echoed back 
their very words in Parliament. The ar- 
gument before went only to the claim of 
the Americans’ to be permitted, in their 
Affemblies, to fettle the mode of Taxation. 
They then demanded an exclufive privilege 
‘of fixing the amount or quantum of the 
fupply ; and now they will ‘give no fup- 
ply atall. But if neither. the mode ‘nor 
the quantum isto be left in the power of 
Parliament, what power has Parliament left, 
with regard to the taxing of the Americans? 
Ought the Britith Legiflature to lay humbly 
hu wants. of the Public before the PETTY 
Legiflatures ‘of America, and requeft their 
aid for the general fupport of Government? 
What would this be, but the total emanci- 
pation of the Colonies from that fupremacy 
for which we contend? The 
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The Americans formerly declared them-« 
felves willing to contribute to the exigencies 
and expences of the State, provided the de- 
mand fhoald come by requifition from the 
King, and not by an immediate exertion of 
Parliamentary authority. This offer his Ma- 
jefty declined, with that patriotifm which has 
uniformly marked his own meafures, during 
his reign. Anxious for the happinefs of all his 
fubjects, he chofe to be the Monarch of one 
great and free Nation, rather than the Sove- 
reign of anumber of petty States, weakened 
by their own difunion, Had his Majefty 
been actuated by thofe motives of ambition, 
which are not uncommon among Princes, 
he would have eagerly clofed with the 
offers of the Americans. Inftead of mak- 
ing himfelf dependent, for the maintenance 
of his dignity; upon the grants of one 
Affembly, he might have extricated him- 
felf from even the fear of pecuniary difficule 
ties, by a proper management of many 
Affemblies. The reprefentatives of one 
Province might be gratified into the views 
of the Crown, from the revenue of another; 
Britifh Members might receive the wages 
of corruption in America; and American 
Reprefentatives be fent for the price of their 
vetes to this Kingdom. ai 


But 
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But fucceeding events have demon trated; 
that the Americans were not fincere, in 
any one of their, declarations; in favour! of 
an amicable accommodation. The Propofi- 
tions voted, on the 2oth of February, came 
up 'to their own former demands ; yet they 
evaded them, by treating them_as infidious, 
The truthis, they knew their own demerits 


towards this Country, and they could. not 


believe, that propofals fo highly favourable 
could have been, on her part, fincere. One 
good, however, has refulted from the Pro- 
pofitions. The Colonies, by rejecting thems 


have left no doubt remaining concerning’ 


their real intentions. They confine no 
longer their claims to the exclufive privi- 


lege of taxing themfelves. They aim, evi-, 


dently, at a total independence in all mat- 
ters whatfoever ; and more particularly with 
regard to the Act of Navigation. They 
have long made fecret- but. moft dan- 
gerous encroachments on this Palladium of 
our Commerce. They now publicly avow 
their refolution to pay no regard to any 
Parliamentary reftriétions, whether ancient 
er recent, on their Commerce. They now 
openly trade all over Europe; and the ob- 
taining the privilege, which they have, at 
length, ufurped, has been the primary ape 

of 
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of their refiftance to Parliament. The ma- 
nufaéturers and merchanis of this Country 
have been long no ftrangers to this Ameri- 
can policy; yet the Congrefs have the ef- 
frontery to expect, that the mercantile in= 
tereft of Great Britain will efpoufe their 
caufe. | i ieee Fh) me. wea: ie 
The American Congrefs, having in a |B 
loofe, curfory, and fuperficial manner, ad- i 
vanced fome pretended arguments to juftify 
their rebellion, defcend to the mifreprefen- 
tation-of facts; with the fame defign., They, 
affirm, ‘ That General Gage, who had 
¢* occupied Bofton as a garrifon; fent out a 
<¢ large detachment of his army, on the 19th 
é¢ of April, who made an unprovoked af- 
‘fault on the inhabitants of the Province 
“of Botton, at Lexington.” On this alle- 
gation of the Congrefs, it may be remark- 
ed, that the rebellious condu& of the town 
of Bofton, where all the authority of legal 
government had been long extinguifhed by 
the tyranny of a rabble inftigated by factious 
leaders, had rendered a force neceffiry in 
that place, to reftore order and tranquility, 
to protect the innocent, and to reftrain the 
excefles of the turbulent and guilty.. That 
the military preparations made in all parts 
of the Province, and efpecially at the Town 
ef Concord, with the avowed inteation;of 
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oppofing all legal authority, induced and 
even forced General Gage (though fatally 
too late} to fend out a detachment of the 
troops under his command, to prevent hofti- 
lities, by feizing the means of carrying them 
on. That fome of the Inhabitants of the 
Province, in ‘‘ warlike array,” ftood in the 
way of this detachment, with arms in their 
hands; and that when ordered to remove in 
a peaceable manner, they made “ an unpro- 
** voked affault” on his Majefty’s troops, by: 
firing FIRST upon them, and killing fome, 
and wounding many. — | 

The audacity of the Congrefs, in aflerting 
FALSEHOODS, demands a brief detail of the 
TRUTH. General Gage, having been in- 
formed, that arms, ammunition, cannon, 
and other implements of war, had been 
colle&ted in the Town of Concord, ordered’ 
a detachment of the army to march with all 
poffible fecrecy to that place. He gave or-= ' 
ders to the detachment, to obferve the moft ‘ 
ftrict difcipline, and to refent no infults of+ ; 
fered them by the country people, except 4 
actual hoftilities. The General’s orders é 
were, in truth, too implicitly obferved., f 
There was not one LOADED MUSQUET in 
the whole detachment, except thofe in the 
hands of rirTy marines, who formed the — | 
van, when they were FERED upon, by the 
country 
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country people, at Lexington. The affida- 
vits of the rebels, on this fubject, are im- 
pofitions and perjurics, ‘There is not a man, 
whether officer or foldier, in the whole de- 
tachment, confifting of 800 men, but is 
ready, in the moft folemn manner, to atteft 
the truth of this fac. 

It were to be withed, for the honour of 
the infurgents, that their BARBAROUS CRU- 
ELTY to the wounded foldiers, were more 
problematical than their firing FIRST on the 
King’s troops. The foldiers who fell by 
the firft fice of the rebels, were found 
fealped, when the detachment returned from 
Concerd to Lexington Bridge, Two foldi- 
_ ers who lay wounded on the field, and had 
been fcalped by the favage Provincials, were 
ftill breathing. They appeared, by the 
traces of blood, to have rolled in the agonies 
of this horrid fpecies of death, feveral yards 
from the place where they had been {calped, 
Near thefe unfortunate men, another dread- 
ful object prefented itrfelf, A foldier who 
had been flightly wounded, appeared with 
his eyes torn out of their fockets, by tne 
barbarous mode of GooGiNG, a word and 
practice peculiar to the Americans. Hama- 
nity forbids us to dwell longer on this {cene 
of horror. ‘The rebels, to break the force 
of accufation, began to recriminate. They 


laid feveral inftances of wanton cruelty 4 
the 


the Provincial Congrefs, 
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the charge of the troops; yet nothing is 
better aicertained, than that not one of the 
foldiers ever quitted the road, either upon 
their march of return from Concord. 

The Congrefs ftigmatize the expedition 
to Lexington and Concord, with the epithets 
‘‘ of an unprovoked and wanton affault.” 
Was the collecting warlike implements at 
Concord, raifing men throughout the Pro- 
vince, difciplining troops in every diftria, 
forming magazines, purchafing ammunition, 
and preparing arms, no provocation? Were 
not the whole country affembled before they 
knew of this expedition ? And was not their 
being fo completely provided with the means 
of rcpelling hoftilities, a fufficient proof, 
that they had previoufly refolved to com- 
mence them? Could TEN THOUSAND men, 
the number that attacked (though at a 
PRUDENT diftance) the troops on their re- 
treat, have been collected by accident, or 
called together by a fudden alarm? Are not 
the Congefs confcious to themfelves, and 
was not General Gage fufficiently apprized, 
that the people of Maffachufetts-Bay had 
determined to begin hottilities, had the ex- 
pedition to Concord never happened? The 
truth is, the march of the troops had only 
haftened the execution of the plan of rebel- 
lion fettled before in the fecret councils of 
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The affertions of the Congrefs concerning 
tranfactions within the town of Bofton, are 
as utterly devoid of truth, as their account 
of what happened in the country. The hof- 
tile intentions of thofe WITHIN, were as ap- 
parent as the rebellion of their brethren, 
WITHOUT was certain. The great law of 
felf-defence muft therefore have juftified 
General Gage for having deprived the for-. 
mer of arms, which they almoft avowedly 
| intended to raife again{t all legal authority. 
| After the fkirmifh at Lexington and Con- 
cord, all fupplies from the country were cut 
off from the town of Bofton. Many of the 
inhabitants defired to remove, with their 
effeéts. Their requeft was granted ; bur it 
was at the fame time demanded, that they 
fhould deliver up their arms. ‘This was, at 
firft, approved by all; but great clamours 
foon after followed. Such of the inhabitants 
as were well affected, or Sa es to be 
well affected to Government, alledged, that 
none but the ill-inclined {hewed any incli- 
nation to remove; and that when they 
fhould become fafe with their effects, the 
town would be fet on fire. A great demuc 
having alfo arifen about the meaning of the 
word EFFECTS, whether MERCHANDISE 
was included; and the General being like- 
wife fenfible, that the permitting articles of 
that kind to be carried to the rebels, might 
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trengthen them in their refiftance; he ree 
tained the goods. But they are ftill fafely 
kept for the owners, fhould they either cone 
tinue faithful, or feize his Majefty’s mercy, 
and return to their duty. 3 | 
The next paragraph of the Declaration, as 
it is not fupported by truth, is addreffed to 
the peffions. The Congrefs complain, with 
an attempt at the pathos, ‘of the feparation 
¢© of wives from their hufbands, children 
s* from their parents, and the aged and fick 
¢¢ from their relations and friends.” Butis 
it not <notorious to the whole world, that 
this sEPARATION, which the Congrefs af- 
feét to lament, was the neceflary confe- 
quence of the rebellion of their countrymen? 
Did they not furround the town ot Bofton, 
with an armed force, with the avowed inten- 
tion of deftroying his Majefty’s forces, Gee 
nerals, and Governor ? And were the gates 
to be left open ‘‘ to let ruin enter,’ as one 
of their own writers exprefles himfelf? 
Have the people of Bofton fuffered more 
hardfhips than the inhabitants of befieged 
towns ufually fuffer? Have they not even 
faffered fewer reftraints than men in their fi- 
tuation had reafon to expect ? Was not Dr. 
Warren, the Chairman of the Provincial 
Congrefs, a notorious abettor of the infur- 
re&tion, a nominal General in a rebel army, 
permitted to come into Bofton, under pre- 
tence 
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tence of vifiting a fick friend; on the day 
preceding the ation on Bunker’s hill, where 
he was killed in arms again{t his King and 
Country? Is this a mark of thofe cruel re- 
{traints, thofe melancholy feparations, of 
which the Congrefs complain? But THEIR 
bufinefs is to engage the paffions, where they 
can make no impreflion with their arguments. 
Inthe next paragraph of their Declaration, 
the Congrefs, with their ufual want of impar- 
tiality and fairnefs, mention the conseE- 
QUBNCES of their own rebellion, as the 
caufe of their taking up arms. They obferve, 
that General Gage iffued a Proclamation, 
¢* declaring all the inhabitants of Mafiachu- 
“ fets-Bay rebels, f{ufpending the courfe of 
«© the Common Law, and publifhing inftead 
“‘ thereof the ufe and exercife of the Law 
sé Martial.”* But, did he declare them rebels 
till they had attacked his Majefty’s troops, 
feized his forts and garrifons, befieged his 
army in the capital of the Province, and not 
only interrupted the common courfe of juf- 
tice, but even totally annihilated all legal 
authority? It is with peculiar effrontery, 
that the Congrefs number the fufpenfion of 
the common courfe of juftice among their 
grievances, after all law and order had been 
trodden under foot by their own countrymens 
° With 
*This he was autHorifed to do, as civil Governor, by 
a Law paffed in the Province, many years ago. 
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With the fame degree of arrogant folly the 


Congrefs complain, that ‘‘ their countrymen 
<¢ were killed on Bunker’s hill, that Charles- 
«© Town was burnt to the ground, that their 
“ fhips and veffels have been feized, that 
‘ their fupplies of provifions have been in- 
* tercepted, that General Carleton is infti- 
“© gating the Canadians and Indians againft 
“<¢ them, and that domeftic enemies are en- 
<* couraged to attack them.” All thefe 
things may certainly have happened ; but. 
have they not happened in confequence of 
their own rebellion? Have they a right to 
attack others, and have others no right to. 
defend themfelves? Do the inhabitants of 
Maffachufets-Bay think, that as they have 
broken through all the ties that bind the 
fubje@ to the Sovereign, the law of nature 
and of nations ought alfo to be fufpended to 
gratify their ambition, to flatter their folly, 
to favour their extravagant {chemes of inde- 
pendence? To the above imaginary catalogue 
of American grievances, may be oppofed 
the juft complaints of Greet-Britains Have 
not the rebels carried their hoftilities to every 
corner againft the Parent-State, that firft 
gave them exiftence, and reared them to 
profperity? Have they not attacked her troops 
at Lexington and at Concord, fired upon 
Bofton, burnt the Light-houfe, taken Ticon« 
derago and Crown Point, and even pene- 
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frated into Canada? And have they not 
afed every attifice to inftigate the Savages to 
make war on their Sovereign and Mother- 
Country ? Almoft all thefe injuries preceded 
the juft exertions of this kingdom to punifh 
their rebellion. 

The conclufion of the Declaration, though 
laboured, contains nothing but empty de- 
élamation; and therefore merits little notice 


The fame diftegard to truth, or rather the 


fame attention to miifteprefentation, which 
diftinguifhes the reft of that ftrange compo- 
fioaie is carried down to the ena dn 
alledge, ‘* that they are reduced to the al- 

¢* ternative of chufing an unconditional fab- 
é miffion to tyranny, or refifance by force.” 

The Congreis furely forget, or it fuits their 
purpofe to pafs over in ieee the fayour- 
able (perhaps too favourable ) conditions 
offered to them, by the Refolution of the 
Commons, in the month of February latt. 
The terms couched in that Refolution were 
fo obvioully advantageous. to America, that 
the Oppofition in Parliament declared them 
{NSEDIOUS; or, in other words, “ too good 
‘© to be fincere.” An amicable fettlement 
had ceafed to have been an object with the 
Demagogues ABROAD; and it would have 


ruined the fchemes of the Faction at HOME. 


The FORMER derived their influence, cone 
fequence, and power, from anarchy and 
| confufton. 
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eonfofion, Tury could exift only in s 
fiorm. The reftoration of peace and tran- 
quility muft have reduced THEM to their 
original infignificance ; and as for the latter, 
rendered de{perate by difappointed ambition, 
they would not hefitate to ruin their coun- 
try, to procure the fall of their rivals. — 
Such being the ftate of opinions amon 

the leaders of Faction on both fides of the 
Atlantic, ‘* refiftance by force became na- 
““‘turaily the choice of the Congrefs.”. To 
deceive an unhappy people, over whofe 
minds they had eftablifhed a temporay do= 
minion, they boaft of “ their perfect union, 
‘« and their great INTERNAL refources ; and 
*« that foreign affittance is aitainable.” As to 
the firft, we have no reafon to give it impli- 
cit credit. The thew of unanimity, which 
pow (ubfifts in America, appears, from un- 
Goubted information, to be the effeG of 
fear, more than any love for the defperate 
caule of the rebels. Men of property are, 


* 


from intereft, enemies to confution; and 


the intelligent, forefeeing the inevitable 
iflue of hoftilities againft the invincible 
power of a mighty Empire, are averfe to-a: 
contefl, that, on the fide of the Americans, 
miuft terminate in ruin. But BoTH are ter- 
Fifica into filence by the tyranny of a mifled 
rabble; or (heir STILE VOICE 1s drowned 
mn the clamours of Faction and tumult of 
Party. The 
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The INTERNAL RESOURCES of the Amer- — 
icans are as problematical, as their unanimity 
in rebellion, Confift thefe mighty refcurces 
in a wretched Paper-currency, eftablifhed 
on no oftenfible fund of credit ; and voted 
by an illegal affembly, whofe authority 's 
feeble, on account of its novel:y, and tran- 
fitcory, as it arifes from temporary prejudi- 
ces? Should force, or even folly, ttempa 
domeftic value on the pafle-doard dollars of 
the Congrefs, what foreign nation wili re~ 
ceive them for its manufactures and com- 
modities? Are the Americans themfelves 
capable of furnifhing all the great imple~ 
ments neceflary for the profecution of war? 
Can they fupply their armics with tents, 
with powder, with cannon, or with mufkets? 
Is any one of thefe articles manufactured tn a 
fufficient quantity in America? And how 
can they be procured in Europe, with the 
wretched currency of the General Congrels? 

The Colonifts, had not reafon been 
warped by prejudice in every part of their 
conduct, might have forefeen, that their 
commencing a war deprived them inftantly 
of the refources for carrying it on. Their 
whole Coat is lined, it is to be hoped, at 
this very moment, with our fhips of war, to 
put a total {top to their Commerce. They 


have, therefore, loft at one ftroke theic 
whole 


SS 
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Portugal, and the Mediterranean ; which, at 
a moderate computation, brought annually 


whole trade in Corn and Rice with Spain, 


One Million Five Hundred Thowfand : 


Pounds to North America. ‘They have loft 
the fupplying our own Weft-India Ilands, 
as well as thofe of other nations, with pro- 
vifions ; a branch of Commerce eftimated 
Jittie fhort of a million annually, They 
have lott their Fifhery, an article too great 
for computation ; and they have loft the ex- 
portation to Great-Britain of commodities 
which would not have anfwered in any, 
other market, had the iea remained open to 
their Navigation, pe 

But if the Americans have little reafon to 
depend on Domestic RESOURCES, they have 
fill lefs to hope from roRrIGN arp. Will 
France, in the prefent ftate of her finances, 
involve herfelf in a ruincus and expenfive 
war, to gratify the revenge of a Faétion ia 
this Country, or to favour the ambition of 
Demagogues beyond the Atlantic? Will 
Soain give her affiftance to raife an INDE- 
PENDENT Empire in America? Will the 
encourage her own American {ubjes to rife 
againtt her authority, by abetting the rebel- 
jion of the American fubjeéts of Great. 
Britain ? Can either branch of the Houfe of 


Sourbon be fo blind to its own intereft, as. 


to with to fee a Sovereign State ereéted fo 
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near its fettlements, which from their proxi- 
mity, their produce, and their wealth, muft, 
in fuch a cafe, become objects of invafion, 
depredation, and conqueft ? What has either 

France or Spain to fear from this Kingdom, 
whofe interefts confifts folely in preferving 
what the has already acquired? But have 
not BOTH every thing to fear, thould a new 
Sovereignty ftart up in America, in which a 
want of refources would, in fome degree, 
juftify the providing itfelf at the expence of 
wealthy neighbours ? 

Having endeavoured to terrify Great= 
Britain with their Domestic refources and 
FOREIGN aids; the Congrefs thinking, per- 

haps, they had gone too far, conclude with 

__.affurances, that ‘‘ they have not yet deter- 

<* mined to diflolve their union with the 

Mother-Country”. But that union, it ap- 

pears from the fequel, muft not be con- 

| ftrued into SUBORDINATION, on the part 
| of the Americans. The general fupremacy. 
of the Legiflature, which by pervading the 
whole Britifh Empire renders it one State, 
muft not, it feems, crofs the Atlantic, but 
in fuch proportions as may {uit the inclina- 
tions of the Congreis. ‘* Tuey have taken 

‘“‘ up arms,” as they openly avow, “ againt 

** that Supremacy ;” and ‘“* rHey will not 

Jay them down till hoftilities fhall ceafe on 

** the part of Great-Britain.” This is the 

_ Ultimatum offered by the Congrefs : With- 

| a ; draw 
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draw your armies, recal, your fleets, and you 
may have peace from the Americans ; for, 
as‘* they fizht not for conqueft,” they do 
not yeT mean to transfer hoftilities into 
the heart of thefe kingdoms ! ; 
‘The haughty Monarch who dreamt of 
univerfal monarchy in the laft century, 
could fcarcely have expreffed himielf in 
more infolent terms to the petty Princes 
furrounding his dominions, than the Con- 
grefg heve done to the powerful Empire to 
which they owe the allegiance of fubjedtss 
Some allowance ought to be made for 
THEIR ignorance, and a great deal for the 
petulance of men new to confequence and - 
authority; but, even in that cafe, the info- 
-Jence of the Declaration is caiculated to 
raife indignation, as well as contempt. The 
Congrets, however, are only the echoes of ~— 
a deiperate faction in this Kingdom, who 
have uniformly, in their public exhibitions, 
degraded the {trength, power, and authority 
of Great-Britain, to exalt America’on the 
ruins. With an effrontery without exemple 
in any other age or nation, THESE MEN 
affume the name of Patriots, yet lay the ; 
honor, dignity, and reputation of their 
Country under the feet of her rebellious 
fubjeGts. With a peculiar refinement on 
Parricide, they bind the hands of the Mo- 
THER, while they plant a dagger in thofe 
of 
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ef the DaucuTer, to ftab her to the 
heart ; and to finith the horrid pi@ure, they 
{mile at the mifchief they have done, and 

look round to the fpe@ators for applaute, 
It appears, upon the whole, that the De- 
claration, which ought to contain all the ar- 
gument in favour of the Americans, con- 
tains, in faét, nothing that doesnot militate 
againft their caufe. The right of taxing alt 
the fubjects of the Empire, for the gene- 
ral fupport of the State, is a part of that 
Supremacy which the firft principles of the 
Conititution have vefted in the Britif; Le- 
giflature, This Supremacy has been exerted 
by Parliament, and admitted by the Ameri- 
eans, evef fince their anceftors migrated 
from thefe kingdoms. If they now deny it, 
by that very act they ceafe to be fubjeas, 
and become rebels. But granting, for the 
fake of argument, that Taxation is no part 
of the fupremacy -of Parliament, the very 
conduct of the Americans not only jufti- 
hes, but even renders it abfolutely neceflary, 
that a precedent’ fhould be’ made. They 
own, ‘* that their internal refources are 
‘* great.” The inability of contributing to 
the neceffities of a State, from whom they 
have derived their origin, their fupport, their 
protection, and their profperity, is no longer 
a pretence; and if they will give, no Reve- 
nue as fubjects, they owe a debt as allies. 
hey affect to maintain armies by land, 
They 
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‘They threaten to fend fleets to fea. They. 
alledge, that their refources are capable of 
fupporting a rebellion againft the Mother- 
Country; yet they juftifiy that rebellion by 
the demand made by the Mother-Country, . 
for their bearing a part of their own FUTURE 
EXPENCES. | 
That the former expences of America 
have drawn from Great-Britain an incredible 
treafure, may be feen from the following 
authentic eftimate. We fhall begin this ef- 
timate with the: acceffion of the Houfe of 
Hanover to the Throne of thefe Kingdoms. 


From the year 1714 to the year 1775, re Sem de 
the money voted by Parliament, for 
the forces employed in defence of iS. [eo 
the Colonies, aniounts to .- 8,779,925 3,11 = 
Grants in Parliament, forrewards, en- 
couragement, and indemnification 
to the Ameritans, during the laft 


war ° - - “ 1,081,771 iL ok 
Bounties on American commodities to 
the end of 1774 5... + + 1,609,345 3! 9# 


Sums granted to the Colonies, for the 
~ {apport of their Civil Government 
vand Provincial Forces ~'" 33835,900- 7 4F 
Extraordinary expences for forts, gar 
rifons, ordnance ftores, tran{ports, 
carriages, provifions, may be efti- 
mated equaalto the expencesof the . , |. 
forces - - Si hig nt AG LS Fie 
Expences of fleets and naval ftations 
employed and eftablifaed in America wit 
for its defence may be eftimated at 10,000,000 00 00 
Annual prefents tothe American Indi- 
ans for abftaining from hoflilities 
againit the Colonies, and for the 
ceffion of lands, e = N 610,090 00 00 
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To this amazing fum might be added, by 
implication, the other expences of the two 
lat Wars. The rormerR of thofe ware 
was undertaken for the protection of the 
American Commerce, or rather American 
SMUGGLING, to the Spanith Colonies. We 
entered into the LATTER for the defence 
of the Colonifts ; we carried it on for their 
fecurity; and terminated it for their sore 
advantage. The two laft Wars have coft 
this Country, at a moderate computation, 
ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY MILLIONS. 
To this extraordinary wafte of treafure; 
what have the Colonies to oppofe to balance 
the account? Is it a languid Commerce; 
which fcarcely makes its returns once in 
three years? 

We have heard rhuch (indeed, a great 
deal tco much) of this Commerce from fac- 
tious men on both fides of the Atlantic. 
This is the mighty engine which they wield 
over the heads of the ignorant; the great 
bug-bear with which they terrify the timid. 
To eftimate the value of the American trade 
with any degree of precifion, is impoflible. 
The accounts kept in the Cuftom-houfe are 
no authorities. When exports pay no duty; 
a door is opened to falfe entries. The vanity 


of fome Merchants, the intereft of others, 
K tod 
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too frequently induce them to magnify, be 
yond meafure, the quantity of their export 
trade. Befides, the mercantile abettors of 
American refiftance thought they ferved the 
Colonies, whilft they gratified their own 
private views. We may conclude, that the 
Commerce with North America has been 
greatly over-rated, as the TOTAL Loss of it 
has nov affeéted this Kingdom. We ought, 
perhaps, toafcribe to Irs INSIGNIFICANCE 
what we are taught to attribute to an IN- 
CREASE th other channels of trade. 

Like all monopolies, the Commerce with 
North-« America, fuch as it has been, was 
much more profitable to the Merchant, than 
advantageous to the Manufacturers One- 
third of this commerce with any State in 
Europe (from which the returns are annual) 
would have brought equal profit to the ma- 
nufacturer, and would have enabled him to 
employ an equal number of hands. — Politi- 
cal impoftors will not fail to advance mag-+ 
nificent fictions on this head, and the igno- 
tant cannot ceafe to give them credit. On 
a fubje@ where proofs are fo difficult to be 
obtained, one may hazard a conjecture: 
‘The money expended by this Nation upon 
America, for the PROTECTION of HER ine 
habitants and the: ENCOURAGEMENT of 

HER 
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HER Commerce, would have been more 
than fufficient to purchate ALL the ma- 
nufactures ever exported from Great- Britain 
to che Colonies now in rebellion. 1 mean 
not to include, in this conjectural eftimate, 
any fums expended by us in any OTHER 
| part ot the world during the two lait (truly 
| American) Wars. 

The Americans, with a degree of folly 
| {carce excufable in the moft confummate ig- 
norance, claim a merit with Great-Britain, 
for the Revenue arifing from impolis laid 
upon fome of their commodities, in THIs 
| Kingdom. The chief of thefe are Rice and 
| Tobacco. The Revenue arifing from Rice 
| is fo infignifacant, that it fcarce deferves to 
be mentioned., It never amounted, at the 
higheft computation, to ten thoufand 
pounds in any one year. ‘Tobacco, when 
re-exported, pays no duty; and it is a 
matter. of great doubt, whether the frauds 
committed in the draw-backs may not nearly 
balance the oftenfible Revenue ariling to 
the Sate from the home confumption. 

But granting, a great Revenue fhould 
arife from Rice and Tobacco to the state, 
| what favour do we owe to our Colonies on 
) that head? That Revenue is paid by ouR- 
SELVES. The Tax is on the Confumer, 


and 
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and not upon the Planter. Should Siberia 
fupply us with Rice and Tobacco, the price 

would not probably be greater to the Confu- 
mer, nor the Revenue lefs to the State. If 
the Americans claim any merit from thofe 
Taxes, what do we not owe to the Empe- 


ror of China? The Revenue from Tea is 


much more confiderable than that from Rice 
and Tobacco. A Congrefs at Pekin might 


accufe us of ingratitude on this fabject, 


with as much juftice as the Aflembly bee 
fitting at Philadelphia. 

It is evident from the above ftate of fads, 
that the Colonies have no claim to an ex- 
emption from Taxation, on account of any 
advantage that has accrued to this country 
from their commerce. But Taxation has 
now ceafed to be any part of the difpute, 
It goes to the whole authority of the 
Mother-Country. The Americans offer no 
longer the very name se: Obedience. But 
why fhould 1 {peak of Obedience? This 
VERY ConGResSs, whole Declaration 
is the fubjest of this difquifition, have pailed 
a VoTE oF INDEPENDENCE, They have 
long acted as rebels, they Now afte to 
contend as enemies. Their abettors in this 
Kingdom are no ftrangers to this circum- 
flance 3 yet they dignify avowed rebellion 

with 
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with the title of “‘ a GLoRIoUS STRUGGLE 
FOR FREEDOM. 

Such is the conduét of the Americans, to 
which that of Great-Britain has all along 
formed a ftriking contraft. With the in- 
| dulgence and patience of a Parent, fhe. 
| foothed, flattered, and even courted them to 
| a reconciliation. In pity to the weaknels, 

in condeicenfion to the folly, in confidera- 

tion to the prejudices of a froward child, 
fhe held out the olive-branch when the 
ought, perhaps, to have ftretched forth the 
' god of correction. Her pity, her kindnefs, 

and affection, were loft upon the Americans. 
They advanced rapidly from claim to claim, 
and conftrued her forbearance into timidity. 
Each Act that was repealed, furnifhed a 
fubje&t for triumph, and not an object for 
gratitude. Each conceflion became the 
foundation of fome new demand, till, at 
length, by afluming all to themfelves by 
rebellion, they left the Mother-Couniry 
nothing to, beftow. 

In this fituation of affairs, Great-Britain 
muft purfue one of two lines of condud, 
with regard to her refractory Colonies. 
She muft either put up with the lofs of ALi 
her expence, and emancipate them forever, 
er reduce them to that ftate of dependence 

which 
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which fubjeéts owe to the fupreme authority 
in every Empire. As the latter line mutt 
of neceflity be purfued, it ought to be pur- 
fued with a mixture of fpirit and prudence. 
‘To be in every refpect in a condition to force 
equitable terms is the beft fecurity for their 
being voluntarily offered. But fhould terms 
be offered by the rebels, the Ricuts of 
THIS CounTRY muft be more regarded in 
the accommodation, than the cLaims. of 
America, To permit the Colonies to 
Gain by one rebellion, is to fow the feeds 
of another. But if the Colonies, as com- 
munities, are not permitted to gazz by their 
refractory: condudt, Iam far from wifhing 
that individuals fhould //e any part of theig 
rights as Britifh fubjects, 

“To propofe a plan to the Americans, in 
their prefent political frenzy, would be to 
fpeak to the winds. To make them //s 
free than the other fubjects of the State, can 
never be the defign of this Country. To 
obtain greater privileges, can fcarcely be 
their own defign. If they are not madly 
bent on independence, let them propofe the 
conditions on whieh they with to continue 
fubjedts. But if they are to continue fub- 
jects, they muft perform their duty as 
iuch, and contribute towards the expence of 


the 
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the State, for the general protection. The 
Legiflature of this Kingdom cannot poflibly | 
depart from any part of its fupremacy over E 
thé Colonies ; but it is in the power of the 
+= Colonies to fhare in that fupremacy. If 
they complain of being taxed without hav- iE 
ing the privilege of fending Members to @ 
Parliament, let them be reprefented. Nay, 2 
more: Let their reprefentation increafe in 
proportion to the Revenue they fhall fur- 
nifh. If they with rather to vote their 
QUOTA ‘towards the general fupply, through 
their own General Courts and Affemblies, 
the refolution of Parliament on that fubject 
is {till open to their choice. 

But as long as they aflume the language 
of a Sovereign State, this Kingdom can en- 
ter into no negociation, can meet no come 
| promife. Nations, as well as individuals, 
have a character, a certain dignity, which 
they mutft preferve at the rifque of their ex- 
iftence. Great-Britain has obeyed the dic- 
tates of humanity beyond the limits pre- 
{cribed by her reputation. To tempt her 
further, is full of peril, as her indignation 
begins to rife. She has long had reafon to 
complain of American ingratitude; and fhe 
will not bear longer with American injuftice. 
The dangerous refentment of a great people © 


is - 
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is ready to burft forth. They already bes 
gin to afk, with vehemence, is this the re- 
turn we ought to expect from Colonies, 
whom with parental indulgence we have 
cherifhed in infancy, protected in youth, and 
reared to manhood ? Have we {pent in their 
caufe fo much treafure, and have they the 
ingratitude to refufe to bear a {mall portion 
of our burdens? Have we fpilt fo much of 
the blood of their enemies, and do they ree 
pay us by imbruing their hands in our own? 
The law of God and of Nature is en the 
fide of an indulgent Parent, againft an uns 
dutiful Child; and fhould neceflary correc« 
tion render him incapable of future offence, 
he has’ only his own obftinacy and folly to © 
blame. 
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An ACCOUNT of MONEY Voted for the 
FORCES employed in the Defence 


HANOVER; diftinguithing each Ya. 
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The Sims granted for the extraordinary Expenses 
of the Army, Forts, Ordnance Stores, Tran{ports, 
Carriages, Provifions, are fo much difperfed 
through the Accounts of the various Offices, 
that it was found very difficult, if not impoffible, 
to extract the particulars, The general Effi- 
moat 1S eat =e fae meaeaal's, | wets eather eS 

‘The fame Obfervation may be made with regard . . 
to the Navy. The Expences of the Ships em- 
ployed in North America, are fo much blended 
with the other Expences of the Navy, that it is 
impofible to feparate them. At the fat mode~ 
rate Computation they may be eftimated at - 10,000,900 0 9 

Money laid out in Indian Prefents, in holding Con- i 

* greffés, and in purchafing ceflions of land, may 
be eftimated at - - - a A - 610,000 © Oo 


An Account of pobiris on Mindicat Commodities. 


£. £. @e 


Bounty on Indico from 1749 to 1773; paid by 


Great Britain - E L 145,022 3 4k 
Bountyon liemp and F cae paid wpe: the Aa of 4 
Geo. III, ch. 26. from 1766 to 1772 - - §,;560 8 a3 


Bounty on Importation of Naval Stores from Ame- 

rica, purfuant to the Act of the 3d of Queen 

Anhe, from 1706 to 1729 ~ - - * 430,178 4 6 
Under the Act of ad Geo. IL. from 1729 to.1774 1,028,584 7 3 


CRetonee pent 


1 ,009;345" 32008 


Befides other Bounties granted on 
Raw silk, 
Pipe Stanes: 
Hogthead Staves, 
Zarrel Staves, 
Pipe, Hogfhead, or Barrel-Heading 
otal of Money laid-out by Great Bcitaint on the 
Revaelted Provinces, fince the Acceflion,of the 
joufe of Hanover - ~ - - - 34,697,142 10 19% 


ACTS ¢ftablifbing the SUPREMACY of PARLIAMENT 
over AMERICA, 


1. By 12 Ch. Il. chi 18, anno 1660. Tobacto not to be 
tranfported. from America, except to England, or Planta- 
tions belonging to his Majefty, under the penalty of forfeit- 
ing {hip and eoods, Sao 

a7 By 1% Ch. HH. No European goods to be imported 
jato any of the Plantations, except’ on Englith-built fhips, 
whereof the mater and three-fourths of the men are Eng- 
glith.—Duty laid on fea- coals fent to the Plantations, by the 


toth fection of faid Ad. 
Ree 3 ‘ By 


By 22 and 23 Ch. II. Plantation goods not to be arried 
to Ireland, and penalties inflifed for unloading them, other- 
wife than in England, 

3- By 25th Ch. Il. The exportation of Plantation com: 
modities farther reftrained. 


4. By 13 and 14 Ch. IL. fec. 12. Same reftraints extend 


to Molafles and Rice. 


By 7 and 8 Wm. III. fec. 16; An AG for preventing 
Frauds, and regulating the Plantation-trade.—Sedtion 1¢ 
prohibits any body, claiming lands by Charter or Letters- 
patent on the Continent of America, from felling their pro- 
perty to any perfon, otherwife than natural born fubjeds of 
England, Ireland, Wales, and Town of Berwick upon 
‘Tweed, without the confent of his Majefty, heirs, and 
fucceffors. 

By 7 and 8 Wm. III. fec. 6. Officers of Cuftoms to have 
the fame power in America, as in England.—See. 9 direéts 
that all By-laws and Cuftoms in America contrary to faid 
Ad, or any other Act to be made in England, fhall be void, 

8 Geo. I. ch. 15. fec. 24. Furs required to be brought 
from thé Plantations to Gteat Britain. 

5 G. Ul. ch.7. Lands in the Plantations made liable to 
the payment of Debts. 7 

5 G.I. ch. 22. Hats not to be exported from one Plari- 
tation to another. 

13 Geo, If. ch. 7. Naturalizing all Foreigners, even Jews, 
who fhall refide feven Years in the Colonies. 


ACTS complained of by tte AMERICANS. 


IN Mr. Grenvitve’s Adminiftration. 
4G. III. ch. 34. Paper Bills in the Plantations declared 
void, 


Sr Ses re Se ee Saar 


UNDER the Adminiffration of Lord RocxtnGHam and the 
Duke-of GRa¥ TON. 
6 Geo. Ili. c. 2. The declaratory Act of the Supremacy 
of Great-Britain. | 
7G, UI. ch. 41. Cuftoms and Duties in the Britifh Co- 
Jonies put under the management of the Commiffioners re- 


fiding there. 


UNDER the Adminifiration of Lord Cuatuam and the 
| Duke of GRAFTON, 
7Geo, If. ¢.59. Sufpending all proceedings of the 


Council 


NR le 
Couneil of New 2 ork; till Bese be he for the Britifls: 
troops. 


_ 8 Geo. Mil. ch. 32, Aét for more’ea fy recovery of Penal- 
ties infli@ed by the “Acs relating t to ‘Trade, and the Reve- 


Hues in the Plantations. 


— 
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AC T 5 of P AR L IAMENT for impafing Taxes on 


America, 


12 Ch. Il. ch. 4. Tonnage and Poundage extended to all 
his Majelty’ s Dominions, without exception | 

2penall chs. tec S40 Lidgonds are mot given to land 
the goods imported from America, in4ingland, &c. then 
~ feveral duties to “be impofed,.: cullected indee the direction 
of the Officers of the Cultoms in Engiand. 

9 Ann, ch. 1o.—Polt-Ofiice. 


9 Ann. ch. 27. Lays a day on Prize goods carried to 


America, 
2 Geo. Hach. 23. fec, ‘as. ‘The Half-' Subfidy to be paid 
on. nee from Carolina to Cape Piniflerre—8 Geo. H. ch. 


roe. ie fame extended to Geor gia, and continued down 


by fubfequent Acts. 
"6 Geo. bE che. 113. Upon the Impor tation. of Rum, Sugar, 
and. Molafies into America, fevera! duties to be pai ide fw 


enero ne perm 


ACT 5 complained of by the AMERICANS. 
IN Afr. Grenvitue’s Admini ftration: 


4 Geo. IIL, ch. 15. Certain Rates and Duties on foreign 
goods imported int @ the Colonies | 


* 5 Geo. Ill, Poflage of Letters, 


LN the Adminifiration of Lord-Cuatuam aad the Duke of 


GRAFTON. 


6 Geo. Ill. ch. 52) ‘Alterations made in the A@ of the 
4th of Geo, ITI. 


+ Geo. HI. ch. 46:, Duties Hid on the Importation of . 


certain goods imported into the Colonies 


- fost 


od 


UNDER Lerd Nortrn’s Adminifiration. 


ae 


ro Geo. Ill, The above A@ repealed, except as to 0 Tea, 
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: Foe, ieee SUMS feet ay | different PROVINCES. 5 cael ; 
TES for the ‘SUPPORT { g ne GOV EI MENT of each PROVINGE, diftinguifhing each Year. And alfo of what 


af 


“New-ronn. eta AMERICA, 


Forces, Rewards and Compen- 
fations. 


UF orces. 


‘Not diftinguifhed whe- 
ther North or South. 
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A few more Worps, on the Freepom of the 
PRESS, Addreffed. by the Printer, to the 
FRIENDS of Liperry in America, 


Since the PRESS is Free, Lone may it Remain Free, 
mult be the fervent with of every Friend to real Freedom. 

uty an ; Byers 

T was the faying of an Ancient, and wife 
ENGLISHMAN, (TINDAL.) who lived 

at the time of the Giorious Revolution in 1688, 


That, ** While the Freedom of the PRESS 


** is preferved, all other Liberties, both Civil 
** and Religious, will be fecured to us, under 
* fo faithful a Guardian.” And it is the decla-. 
ration of the modern, and noble Vircinians, 
‘* that the Freedom of the PRESS is one of 
<¢ the great bulwarks of Liberty, and can never 
** be reitrained but by defpotic governments.” 
Notwithitanding thefe worthy and eftimable 
authorities, if there are yet any number of 
millaken' men exilting, who under the fpecious 
pretence of there being a necefflity at fome try- 


ing exigence for a temporary reftriction of the 
Freedom of the PRESS, and their foolifh 


advice fhould at any one time be adopted, we 
may then bid a final adieu to every thing per- 
taining to Liberty: For it is more than pro- 
bable, that like unto the wretched Britifh Par- 
hhament, ‘in the Year 1716, who pretended, 
there were.at that time, too many Jacobites in 
the nation, to fuffer the triennial election of 
Members. for that Houfe.—They then tyranni- 
cally conftituted themfelves into a feptennial par- 
Jiament: And for the laft fixty years, have 


illegally and audacioufly committed one con- 


tinued infult upon the conftitution of the King- . 


dom, and upon the underflandings of the whole 


_body 


On THE FREEDOM OF THE Presé, 


body of the people in Great- Britain—Now, if _ 


Americans will agreeable to the good old Eng- 


hifh advice 


«« Learn to be wifé, from others harm, 
«© Then, they fhail do full well; 


But, if according to the opinion of fome vio-z 
Jents again{ft the freedom of enquiry, they will 
unwifely trample upon that greateit of all pri- 
vileges, the Liberty of the PRESS; then will 
they, like the foolifh people of Britain, commit 
fuicide on their own liberties, and thus, entail 
upon themfelves, the fcorn and contempt of all 
true and confiftent friends to real Liberty, be- 
caufe, if new modes of Government, are either 
in reality, or im appearance, approaching to 
wards the inhabitants of America; it is more 
peculiarly neceflary on thefe extraordinary oc- 
cafions, that the Liberty of the PRESS fhould 
be freely exerted: For, if in thefe changes, we 
do not fully retain all our prefent happy privi- 
leyes, but weakly fuffer any reftrictions or cur- 
tailings of Liberty to advance upon us with new 
eftablifhments, it will afterwards be next to im- 
poflible to regain the defirable poffeffion. 

Thus far the Printer ftill thinks it indifpen- 
fibly his duty to fupport the Freedom of the 
PRESS, in which all the lovers of genuine 


Liberty are deeply interefted: And, if there. 


are any, who think otherwife, they may if they 
pleafe, perufe what follows. 
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SOME CRITICISM, 


Which were Exhibited under the Signature 
of ARISTIDES: Containing, a reafonable 
Vindication of the Propriety of thofe De- 
fences of the Lrperty of the PRES S5 
Which were Annexed to Prarn a RA ae 


And to the Additions to Praryw TrRuTuH; 
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Publifhed, in 1776. ExtrractreEp from 
an. Old Pamphlet, Publifhed in the Year 
1756, Entitled Prain Trauru: Or, Serious 
Confiderations on the Prefent State of the 
City of PHrtapeupura, and Province of 
PENNSYLVANIA. | ) 


By a Tradefman of Puitapeuputa. 
W T is faid the wife Italians make this pro- 
& verbial Remark on our Nation, viz. ‘The 
Englith FEEL, but they do not sez. That 1S, 
they are fenfible of inconveniencies when they 
are prefent, but do not take fufficient care to 
prevent them: Their natural courage makes 
them too little apprehenfive of danger, fo 
that they are often furprized by it, un- 
provided of the proper means of fecurity. 
When ’tis too late they are fenfible of their im- 
prudence: After great fires, they provide 
buckets aad engines: After a peftilence they 
think of keeping clean their ftreets and com- 
mon fhores: and when a town has been fack’d 
by their enemies, they provide for its de- 
fence, This kind of arrer-wispom is indeed 
fo common with us, as to occafion the vulgar, 


' though very fignificant faying, When the Steed 
‘fas flolen, it is time to fout the fiable door. 
| (And. 
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On THE FREEDOM OFTHE PREss, 


(And the Printer of thefe ufeful and neceffary 
DEFENCES, becaute the generality of Mankind 
doth not receive knowledge intuitively like 
Angels, but are obliged to have recourfe to the’ 
eftablifhed modes among mortals, of hearing 
and reading; takes the liberty to infert here,) 


~ After the freedom of the Prefs hath been cir- 
cumfcribed by the ignorance or malice of miftaken 
zealots, it will then be time to cringe to ‘fome 
cowardly Printer, to beg: be would Jupport its 
Liberty. : | 


N. B. The guibblings. of Ariftides, concerning | 


the Words firit Edition, were fufliciently’ con- 
futed five days before they made their appear- 


ance, by the publication of the fecond Edition of ~ 
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